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     Itôs Our Memberôs Night - the yearly event when some of our experienced growers share their expertise 

with cultural tips and demonstrations. This year we will feature Larry Cox teaching us Paphiopedilum culture, Jim 

Davison showing us how to mount different types of orchids, Betty Eber talking about the Vanda family, Jill Sid-

ran focusing on Phaelenopsis, and Jean Willson discussing Cattleyas.  Members will be free to go to the station 

where they feel they need the most help, and to circulate and ask questions. 
 

Larry Cox is well-known for his wonderful way with Paphiopediums. A long-time member, 

Larry has been growing orchids since the 70ôs and, after growing all types, decided many 

years ago that Paphs were his favorite. This favoritism for that genus has resulted in many 

awards and a whole lot of Paph knowledge to share with us!  
 

Jim Davison is always willing to share his knowledge and experience with 

growing orchids. His personal orchid education began when he was just 18 

years old and continues today.  This year, Jim will be sharing the a,b,côs of mounting your or-

chids.  Many orchids feel  right at home on a mount and Jim will show  how to help them 

thrive óau naturalô. 
 

Betty Eber  has been a member of SOCG since 1989, is a past president and 

has been growing orchids for over 25 years. She has also been teaching or-

chid culture at Fairchild Botanical Garden for many years. Betty is famous for her large, healthy 

and beautiful Vandaceous plants. What better person to learn from? 
 

  Jill Sidran has been a past OSCG president, a former commercial grower, 

and is still currently an Accredited AOS Judge. Her love of nature led her to a 

degree in horticulture and a doctorate in microbiology. Jill is another member 

who has been growing orchids since she was young. One of her favorite or-

chids are Phalaenopsis which she will show how to take care of and repot.  
 

We all know Jean Wilson and her specimen plants. She has been growing 

orchids her entire adult life, in one way or the other. Starting with a windowsill collection, she 

has evolved into growing the magnificent large plants she now has. Jean will share her exper-

tise of the Cattleya family with us.  
 

The night promises to be a hit, as it always is, and members will be able to circulate between the five speakers 

for the evening. Our raffle table will be supplied by Living Color Nursery which is also a member favorite! Bring 

your questions! The experts are here to help you!  Donôt miss it! 

  

Orchid Society of  

 Coral Gables  
Tuesday,  April 6, 2010 Meeting  

7:30 pm: General Meeting  

Members Night!  One of our Most Favorite Meetings! 

Larry Cox, Jim Davison, Betty Eber,  

Jill Sidran, and Jean Wilson 



As usual, our library will be available 

for use this month. Donôt miss the 

opportunity to check out educational 

orchid books you canôt find anywhere 

else! 

     We will once again have various older Orchid Maga-

zines available for you to take home for free. Although they 

may be older, they are still full of very useful information. 

Stop by the library and see if there is anything youôd like to 

take home. 

     About two months ago, a member donated a book, 

Botanicaôs Orchids, to the society. If you were this person, 

please stop by the library and let me know. We would like 

to know who did such a gracious and giving thing! 

     And lastly, Marion Beveridge, after many years of being 

our librarian, is passing the bookmark over to Eleanor San-

filippo. She said she has enjoyed the many years of serving 

the society in this capacity, and now sheôd like to be in the 

audience for a while!  

       The Librarians 

   Elizabeth and Eleanor 
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Orchid Society of Coral Gables  
Board Members  

 

¶ President            Melana Davison 

¶ 1st Vice Pres.   Jim Davison 

¶ 2nd Vice Pres.    Jill Sidran 

¶ Treasurer            JoAnn Forbes 

¶ Secretary            Jean Wilson 

¶ Imm. Past President     Karl Kremser  

¶ Directors 
      Pat Chen Yin ó10ô 
      Georgia Bohn ó10ô 
     Ann Goodman ó11ô 
 Jill Koerber ó12ô 
            Suzanne Williamson ó12ô 
            Norberto Fernandez ó10ô 
 Eleanor Sanfilippo ó10ô 
 Javier Morejon ó10ô 
 
            Newsletter Editor - Melana Davison 
            Librarians - Marion Beveridge and  
  Elizabeth Pettit 
 Photography - Jean Wilson 
 Membership - Pat Chen Yin and  
  Jill Koerber 
 
Orchid related articles and notices for our newsletter are welcome. 
(Deadline  third Monday of the month). The views and opinions 
expressed in this newsletter are those of the editors and writers 
and do not reflect OSCG policy or endorsement. 

     The Orchid Society of 

Coral Gables meets the first 

Tuesday of each month in 

the Garden Room of the 

beautiful Fairchild Tropical 

Botanic Garden.  

     Beginnerõs Culture Class starts at 6:45 pm 

and the General Meeting begin at 7:30 pm 

and include excellent speakers, superb silent 

auctions, exciting raffles, sumptuous refresh-

ments, and great camaraderie!  

     Sounds good? Then come and join us for 

an evening of education and fun! Call any of 

the board members listed for more informa-

tion. Weõd love for you to join us and learn 

about the orchids we are all love! 

     Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden is lo-

cated at 10901 Old Cutler Road, Coral  

Gables. See www.fairchildgarden.org for map 

and directions.  

Other Meetings:  

South Dade Society:   Fri, April 9 (Changed because 

    of school holiday)  

AOS Judging at Fairchild:   Saturday, April 17  

COS Meeting:   Mon, April 19  

Pan AM Orchid Society:   Tues, April 20  

SFOS Meeting:   Wed, April 21  

East Everglades Meeting:   Tues, April 27  

   Upcoming Events:  
 

Fairchild 31st Annual Spring Sale/Food & Garden 
  Festival, April  24 & 25  

Redland Internationsl Orchid Festival  

 May 14 - 16, Fruit & Spice Park, Homestead  

Thank You, Marion, for all your 

hard work maintaining our library! 

It was greatly appreciated by all! 

The Board 

Note from the Librarians 



A Message from the President Hello, Dear Members! 

     Finally, the temperate, breezy Spring days of South Florida are here! Iõve heard that 

this last winter was the coldest weõve had for thirty years. Some experts say it was the 

worst in 70 years. Brrrrré. Iõm glad to see it go. Even though we tried to protect our 

plants, there were just too many days of cold, and we lost several, and sustained cold 

damage to others. Our dendrobiums fared the worst. We put them in a shed on our 

property, but it still got too cold a few nights down here in Homestead.  

     And as you all have probably seen, flowering in some genera this year has been 

slowed by the cold. As Martin Motes states in his monthly newsletter, this means that 

the growth this summer will be younger and more susceptible to rot. Great...just what you wanted to hear. 

So, even as we enjoy the nice weather we are having now, and I certainly hope you are getting to enjoy it, itõs 

not too early to start thinking ahead and preparing for our rainy season. 

     Our show last month was another raving success, even with a Rainy Friday! Iõm afraid I landed back from 

California with a bad case of the flu, and was unable to help with the display. But Jean Wilson took the lead 

and put in a wonderful showcase of our society plants, with lots of help from Linda Curle, among others. 

Thank you so much, Jean, for taking over for me in my illness. Please read the article about the show to see 

the names of those who brought their plants in, those who volunteered in many ways for the show, and those 

who won prizes. Thank you to everyone who helped in every way! 

     The biggest thanks for this successful show goes to Jill Sidran, who has been the Show Chairperson for 

many years. Every year she puts in countless hours to make everything run smoothly - as it always does. 

Thank you for all your work, Jill! The Show was fantastic because of your endeavors! 

     This monthõs presentations are made by our own members, lending their expertise to other members. For 

those who are not familiar with our Memberõs Meeting, we set up 5 stations that rotate every 10 or 15 min-

utes. You can visit one station each time slot, or stay at one all night - itõs up to you. We donõt have a regular 

dinner time; you can eat as you go, whenever you want. This is a very interactive meeting, and we will still 

have the Beginnerõs Class, Show and Tell, Silent Auction, and the Raffle. If youõve not ever been to one of 

these meetings, Iõm sure you will enjoy it! 

             Melana Davison 
 

     For those many members who have been asking how my Marine son is doing, hereõs an update: He gradu-

ated first in his class at the Marine Corps Wing Support Squadron School in Pensacola and was meritoriously 

promoted to Lance Corporal. He left on March 22 for a two year tour based in Iwakuni, Japan. We will miss 

him greatly, but he is doing superbly as a Marine. Besides, it is giving Jim and I another excuse to go to the To-

kyo Dome Show next year! Thank you to all who have been praying and thinking of him.  
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 Beginnerôs Culture Class, 6:45 pm  

Spring -Flowering Dendrobiums  

     The Beginnerôs Culture Class this month will focus on those Dendrobiums that are 

blooming or starting to bud now. Some in this group are well-known here in South Flor-

ida, such as Den. nobile and aggregatum. For newbies, it is sometimes hard to imagine 

that this ugly, bare, cane will soon produce beautiful flowers.  Jim Davison will provide 

culture tips and how to grow and bloom these popular orchids! 

     Jim will also help you with any questions on any of your plants too. The Beginnerôs Culture Class begins  

at 6:45 pm.  Because of the nature of the meeting this month, the Beginnerôs Culture Class will meet in the far 

corner where the library usually is. And as usual, for those not in the class, please remember to keep the 

noise at a minimum until the class is over. Thank you. 

 

Den. aggregatum var. majus 

(Photo by Jean Wilson) 
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To All Members: 
 

     Wow, I cant believe the show is over and 

everything went so smoothly. Even with the 

rain on Friday there were more then 10,000 

people who came to see the show, enjoy the 

garden and, of course, buy beautiful orchids at 

great prices. 

     Thank you to all the people who are listed 

that gave so generously to our trophies. Martin 

Motes even gave back some lovely trophies 

for our use. Congratulations to our third time 

winner of the Fairchild Grand Champion prize 

of $300 dollars to Lycaste Larry Cox 'Elektra' 

AM/AOS and to the Best Table Top exhibit 

won by Carib Orchids, prize of $250 dollars.      

Thank you to Tod Anderson and his team who 

put together a beautiful display complete with waterfall for our society members to fill with orchids. On Wednesday, 

with Jean Wilson and Linda Curle in charge with their team, Bob Banci, Lance Stelzer, and Vicki Phillips, the club 

exhibit won a Blue Ribbon and a Silver certificate from the AOS orchid judges.  Congratulations!!!!! 

     I  would like to thank all the volunteers who helped make the Thursday judges breakfast, Vicki Phillips and 

judges luncheon, Ann Goodman go so smoothly. Elizabeth Pettit and Sheila O"Dea brought yummy cookies and a 

trifle to add to the local strawberries for desert. Even though Norberto Fernandez was unable to come to the show, 

he made all the signs for the trophies and exhibits. On the day of judging, Bette Eber and Eleanor Sanfillipo made 

sure all the trophies went to the correct plants. Bette also maintains all year the ribbons and registration papers. 

Mike and Sheila O'Dea and Elizabeth Pettit clerked the day of  judging. Thursday night, Yonna Levine and          

Phil Sidran took over to sign up new members and sell raffle tickets. 

     I would also like to thank everyone else who helped on the next few days when I certainly was getting tired.  

Martha Kent from Fairchild was awesome as always especially in helping round up the plants for the raffle.  All the 

vendors supplied us with wonderful plants for the raffle and the three winners were stunned when their numbers 

were called. The following helped so much and many of you came back on Sunday which really helped as that is 

the hardest day.  Thank you to Linda Bell, Renate Van Kempema, Bill Harward, Maria Navas and her daughter, 

Polly Carico, Dossie Rodriquez, Marion Beveridge, Adrienne Hochman, Jim and Melana Davison, Ivette Vallejo, 

Karina Schmid, Diane Hindle, Javier Morejon, Georgia Bohn, Brenda Martinez, Jill Koerber, Dominic Vallejo, Helvia 

Vega.  Also have to say thank you for all the help from our Treasurer JoAnn Forbes. Please forgive me if I have left 

anyone off. Everyoneôs help was greatly appreciated. 

  One last Thank you to all the speakers who added so much to the show: Jim Davison, Ernie Barham, Betty Eber, 

Alex Lamazares, Mirta Heineman-Russis, Martin Motes, Georgia Tasker, Robert McMillan, and Ruben Sauleda. 

   Now, to work on next year!......Jill Sidran, Show Chairperson  

The following plants received AOS Awards at the Show: 

    Epi. Stamfordianum 'Lance and Jordan' HCC/AOS  Owner: Lance Stelzer 

    Tolu. Esther Oka 'Lakeview' HCC/AOS     Owner: Bette Eber 

    Dtps. Chin Hua Fair 'Red Flash' AM/AOS    Owner: Carib Orchids 

    Blc. Gold Fire óCarmela' HCC/AOS    Owner: Carib Orchids 

    Blc. Ryan Kowalczyk 'Krull-Smith' AM/AOS   Owner: Krull-Smith 

    V. Loke 'Bart Motes' HCC/AOS     Owner: Motes Orchids 

    Den. Woodlawn 'Great Scott' AM/AOS        Owner: Josh Sirkin  
(These awards are provisional.) 
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(Continued on page 6) 

ORCHID SOCIETY OF CORAL GABLES    
ANNUAL ORCHID SHOW RESULTS  

 

      AOS Show Trophy went to Carib Orchids with a Gold Medal Certificate. 

Orchid Society of Coral Gables and Rf Orchids each won AOS Silver Medal Certificates.  
 

Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden gave two monetary awards. The Grand Champion award and the  

Best Tabletop of the Show award.   Voting for these two awards included all AOS judges, student judges,  

and clerks. Grand Champion went to Larry Cox for his Lycaste Larry Cox óElectraô AM/AOS. The Best  

Tabletop of Show went to Carib Orchids. 
  

     EXHIBITS      Trophies Sponsors            Winners 

1. Orchid Societies  First place Dr. Sam & Polly Carico            Orchid Society of Coral Gables                   

    A. Table Top - Open  First place  Dr. Matt Snow             Carib Orchids 

    Second place Georgia Bohn            Rf Orchids 

    Third place Drs. Jill & Phil Sidran               Soroa Orchids 

                     
 TROPHIES FOR PLANTS 
 
Class                           Sponsors           Winners 
 V  Best in Show Lavender Cattleya            Anita & Joe Hoffman     C. lueddemaniana   

          Carib Orchids  

             

VI   Best in Show White Cattleya                        Janice Goodman                          C. lueddemaniana var. alba 

                                                                                                                     Rf Orchids     

VII  Best in Show White with colored Lip  

     Cattleya                                             Marie Brown    C. Fair Catherine x C. lueddemaniana 

          Jim and Melana Davison 

                            

VIII Best in Show Yellow Cattleya            Gartek Eng. Corp.  Blc. Gold Fire óCarmelaô 

          Carib Orchids 

  

IX   Best in Show Other Color, Cattleya            In Memory of Lizette Chong Blc. Ryan Kowalczyk 

          Krull Smith Orchids 

X    Best in Show Epidendrum/Encyclia, 

                 species or hybrid                         Eleanor Sanfillipo  Epi. Stamfordianum 

          Lance Stelzer   

XI  Best in Show Broughtonia, 

                 species or hybrid                         Richard Fulford   None awarded 

 

XII  Best in Show Dendrobium, 

                 species or hybrid                         Josh Sirkin    Den. farmeri 

          Banjong Orchids 

XIII Best in Show Oncidium Alliance, 

                 species or hybrid                         Josh Sirkin   Colm. Wildcat óRainbowô 

          Betty Eber 

XIV Best in Show White Phalaenopsis 

                 /Doritaenopsis, species or hybrid      Betty Eber   Phal. Long Pride óAlpsô 

          Carib Orchids 

XV  Best in Show Pink Phalaenopsis 

                 /Doritaenopsis,species or hybrid       Mirta Russis-Heineman   Dtps. Ching Hua Fair óRed Flashô AM/AOS 

          Carib Orchids 

XVI Best in Show other color Phalaenopsis 

                 /Doritaenopsis, species or hybrid      Motes Orchids   Phal. Golden Peoker x Okay Seven 

          Larry Cox 

Best in 
Show 
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From the Membership Chair! 

If you havenõt renewed your membership, now is the time! All memberships except 

those begun this year will renew in May. The new Roster will be distributed at the July 

meeting. If you want to be included in the roster, please renew your membership right 

away. If you are unsure if you owe, see me at a meeting. 

     I know that some things may seem redundant, especially to those of you who have 

been members for a long time, but it is important that we make sure we have the correct information for 

everyone. especially for the roster and the newsletter. 

          Print out your renewal form on the next page, fill it out, and bring it to the meeting with your renewal 

fees. Please make sure it is legible, especially your email address. 

   Thank you, and Iõll see you at the meeting!  Pat Chen Yin,     Membership Chairperson 

(Continued from page 5) 

Class                             Sponsors           Winners 
XVII      Best in Show Vanda, species or hybrid     Motes Orchids    V. Mem. Yolanda de Tona 

          Rf Orchids 

 

XVIII     Best in Show Ascocenda    Suzanne Williamson  Ascda. Princess Mikasa óIndigoô AM/AOS 

          Rf Orchids     

XVIX     Best in Show Sarcanthinae,  

  other than above   Ann Goodman    Neost. Lou Sneary    

          Banjong Orchids               

XX        Best in Show Paphiopedilum Alliance, 

  species or hybrid      Larry Cox & Ernie Barham Paph. Po Tree 

          Krull Smith Orchids 

 

XXI       Best in Show Cymbidium            Norbert Fernandez  Cym. Via Rose 

          Soroa Orchids 

 

XXII      Best Florida Native in Show      Jean Wilson   Epi. anceps 

          Ruben In Orchids 

 

XXIII     Best Specimen Plant in Show  Javier Morejon   Lycaste Larry Cox óElectraô AM/AOS,  

            CCM/AOS 

          Larry Cox  (Winner of $300 Award) 

XXIV     Best of Cattleya Alliance in   

  the OSCG exhibit  Yonna Levine   Epi. stamfordianum 

          Lance Stelzer 

XXV      Best of Vandaceous Alliance in  

  the OSCG exhibit  Eber Capital Management Ascda. Miami Snowdrop 

          Lance Stelzer 

 

XXVI     Best in Show Species other than above  Coalition for Orchid Species Epi. Stamfordianum 

          Lance Stelzer 

XXVII    Best in Show Seedling , Blooming for the first time 

               classes 40,58,95,120,147,151,162,172    Motes Orchids   V. Michael Swerdlow  

          Adrienne Rich Hochman   

Thank you to all of our sponsors for supporting our Show! 



 APRIL 2010 ORCHID SOCIETY OF CORAL GABLES PAGE 9 

DATE:___________________    Membership No.______________    

 

NAME:___________________________________________________________________ 

  

ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________ 

  

________________________________________Zip Code________________________ 

  

PHONE:(Home)_______________________(other)_____________________________ 

                                                                                        

Email: (Important!)____________________________________________________________ 

 

PRINT CLEARLY: 

Birthday:__________________________(month/date) 
 

Business name_________________________ Occupation_________________ 
 

American Orchid Society member?________   Expiration date:_________   

 

I would like to become involved and assist with the following: (Please check at 

least one.)  

 
Phone Committee           Refreshments              Newsletter   

  

Orchid Shows (2 per year)        Auction        Public Relations  

  

Library                                  Welcoming Committee           Membership Committee       
  

Other ______________________________________________________________________ 
  

Do you consider yourself a beginning, intermediate or advanced orchid grower (circle one)  

Have you taken any orchid culture classes?____ Where_________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Do you have any feedback on club programs from this year or any ideas for programs you would like to 

have for next year? email a board member or Jean at jpwils@aol.com  

 
(Dues are:  $20  single membership / $30 couple - same household)  

 

**MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE FIRST TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 7:30 PM IN THE 

GARDEN ROOM AT FAIRCHILD TROPICAL GARDENS, SOUTH ENTRANCE ** 

Orchid Society of Coral Gable Membership/Renewal Application 



46 New Members! 

     How awesome is that?  

Welcome to our  

New Members!! 

Millie Rodriquez 

John Shaw 

Ralph Hernandez 

 Jane Alcantara 

 Karen Chalmers 

 Juan & Claudia Santamaria 

Bobbie Rosenberger 

Cirol Rosenau & Anne Mason 

Eileen Brennan 

Delfina Garcia 

Bruce & Christa Merer 

Suzanne Roberts 

Beatrice Struck 

 Ivan  & Kenia Rodriquez 

  Haylinne Motica & Maria Delgado 

  Kelly Greeson & Robert Holton 

 Eve & Rick Botelho 

 Alina & Jorge Delgado 

 Ely Fleites & Giselle Torres 

 Tracie Miller & Steven Lipshultz 

 Maria Amparo & Fernando Aquirre 
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Gladys York 

Liliana Ponce 

Alesia Mogul 

Carol Clark 

 Patricia Loccizano 

 Teresa Chamorro 

Cornelia Hurst 

Carol Dieringer 

Giuseppe Cazzago 

Janis Echea 

Cynthia Holden 

Angela Hallman 

Evelyn Rosado  

Antolina Torres 

We Are So Glad You Have 

Joined Us!! 
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Hospitality Corner 
Dear Membership, 

     Once again, Marie and I wish to thank you all of you so much for your over-

whelming support at the March meeting, We had 20 member's bring in food 

items..... and we had an amazing table! 

     The April meeting the theme is Spring Fling.   The Society will be providing  

hams and brisket. And, since the meeting is rather free-style this month, so will our 

dining. We wonôt have a regular break time to eat; everyone can eat at anytime during the evening. So, the 

following items would be great: fruit trays, cheese trays or veggie trays.. any type of hot or cold pasta, rice or 

potato dishes...Bottled tea's or soda is good and then of course anything sweet and yummy for desert. 

     Donôt forget to sign the check-in sheet in the kitchen so you get your Holiday Party Plant credit. Remem-

ber, you must bring food once during the year to be eligible to get your Holiday Plant. 

     Thank you in advance for your continued help.. Marie and I appreciate it.  Please contact me if you have 

any questions at sgw@kubickidraper.com or 305-982-6645. 
 

Suzanne Williamson and Marie Brown 

    Co-Hospitality Chairpersons 

 

The Society would like to thank these people for bringing food to the March meeting: 

 

Haydee Navas  Pasta     Adrienne Hochman Cupcakes 

Howard Hochman  Humus, crackers, & carrots  Tomy Edwards Drinks 

JoAnn Forbes   Corned Beef & Cabbage  Deena Birenbaum Broccoli Salad 

Susan Lopez De Queralta Cookies    David Lopez de Queralta Pasta 

Janice Goodman  Banana Bread    Suzanne Williamson Stew, Carrots, 

Anita Hoffman   Vegetable Platter      Pasta Shrimp, Orzo, Beans & Weinies 

Laura Woodside  Avocado Cake    Bonnie Pickard Ham Sandwiches 

Sandy Schultz   Scalloped Potatoes   Georgia Tasker  Drinks 

Angela Kim   Mixed Salad w/ oil & vinegar dressing 

Ron Rosenthal  Apple Pie 

Marie Brown   Drinks & Ice 

Vicki Phillips   Apple Pie and Red Velvet Cake 

 

mailto:sgw@kubickidraper.com
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Show and Tell Photos from the March Meeting       
  by Jim Davison         Photos by Jean Wilson 

Tolumni Esther Oka óLake Viewô  HCC/AOS 

(Tolumnia Manu x Tolumnia Hawn)   

Congratulations to Betty Eber for getting this wonderful Tolumnia 

awarded at our Spring show. Hers is the first of the Esther Oka grex to 

be awarded. Thatôs pretty neat since the cross was registered back in 

1993.   

Masdevallia tonduzii   

This cute little Masdevallia species was shared by Betty Eber.  Though 

Masdevallias have a reputation for being cool mountain dwellers, there are 

a few that thrive in a warm climate.  This species is native to the warm 

moist lowland forests of Costa Rica and Panama.  They are found under 

the canopy on tall trees where they are shaded and get constant air circu-

lation. These little babies like it moist. 

V. Machael Swerdlow  

(Vanda Crownfox Heartthrob x Vanda sanderiana) 

We all want to thank Adrienne Hachman for sharing this truly beauti-

ful two-toned Vanda.  That two-tone coloring is a hallmark of V. san-

deriana.  Itôs no surprise that this cross is 95% sanderiana.  Large, 

full, flat flowers with deep rich coloringéwho could ask for more in a 

Vanda? 

Dendrobium Sea Marian óSnow Kingô  HCC/CCM/AOS 

(Den. Lovely Virgin x Den. Cassiope) 

Hereôs one for the Myth Busters.  Who says the cool growing nobile type Den-

drobiums wonôt bloom well in south Florida?  Den. nobile is from India and Tibet 

so you wouldnôt expect them to do well in our warm climate.  But, donôt jump to 

conclusions.  We are really in a sub-tropical region that has a good chill during the 

winter.  This year was a good example.  Follow Jean Wilsonôs example and give 

these Dendrobiums a dry winter rest.  Check out the results with Den. Sea 

Marian, which is 50% Den. nobile.  Myth busted!!!  

Guarianthe Herbert Oesterreich  

(Gur. Guatamalensis x Gur. aurantiaca 

Jean Wilson wowed the crowd once again with this massive Gurian-

the specimen.  With 75% Gur. aurantiaca and 25% Gur. skinneri, 

this hybrid literally grows like a weed.  We love the spectacular dis-

play these plants can show us.  Thanks Jean. 
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Dendrobium Roy Tokunaga      

(Dendrobium atroviolaceum x Dendrobium johnsoniae) 

Susan Lopez de Queralta brings us one of the most recognizable of all 

Dendrobiums because it makes such spectacular specimens.  This pri-

mary hybrid of two warm growing New Guinea species needs protection 

from the cold winter winds, but otherwise will just grow and grow.   

Rhyncattleanthe Wanda's Fire  

(Rhyncattleanthe Fuchs Orange Nuggett  

        x Rhyncattleanthe Orange Nuggett) 

Reen cat lay an theeéWow!  Thatôs a mouthful.  Wandaôs Fire is an-

other casualty of the taxonomistôs fervor to drive us hobbyists mad.  

David Foster shows us that thereôs so much more than a name.  This is 

a cute, compact growing mini-cat.  If you donôt have a lot of bench 

space, this kind of Cattleya is ideal for you. 

Rhynchovola Jimminy Cricket        

(Brassavola nodosa x Rhyncholaelia digbyana) 

This primary hybrid brings together two species that bloom very well 

for us here.  David  Foster shows us the offspring doesnôt disappoint.  

With enormous flowers like the digbyana and form similar to the 

nodosa, we get the best from both parents. 

Zygoneria Adelaide Meadows óJack Bradleyô HCC/AOS 

(Zygopetalum Titanic x Zygoneria Dynamo) 

Jim and Melana also won an AOS award recently with this Zy-

gopetalum hybrid.  Jim says this is the second blooming since pick-

ing this up at our 2009 Fairchild Orchid Festival.  The Zygopeta-

lums are frequently referred to as the Cymbidium companions.  

Translationécool growing.  But throw in a little Neogardneria 

andéViola!  We get an easy to grow Zygopetalum hybrid that will 

rebloom in South Florida. 

Cattlianthe Romantic Paradise 'Abigail's Valentine' AM/AOS  

(Cattlianthe Candy Tuft x Guarianthe skinneri) 

The Ctt. Romantic Paradise has garnered one AOS award and that 

was from our own Jean Wilson.  Here Jean shows off her prized 

beauty that she named after one of her daughters.  The pink color-

ing comes through from C. loddigesii and C. harrisoniana in the 

background of the Ctt. Candy Tuft.  The Gur. skinneri imparts a 

strong growing and blooming habit.  The combination is one big 

beautiful óvalentineô.  



Tips from the AOS  
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Why can't I plant my orchid in dirt or potting soil?  

What makes orchid roots different from common house or garden plants?  

     Basically the structure of an orchid plant is the same as any plant for it has 

roots, stems, leaves and flowers. But these parts are adapted to its way of life and 

differ somewhat from familiar plants which you grow in your garden. Most garden 

or house plants have a central root system that grows down into the soil and an-

chors it to the ground. From this central root, smaller, finer roots covered in fine 

hairs will develop forming the root system of the plant. This underground root sys-

tem absorbs moisture and nutrients from the soil. 

     On the other hand, most of the orchids grown by hobbyists are epiphytes in 

nature. Rather than grow into the ground, epiphytes use their roots to attach 

themselves to trees or rocks where light and air movement are more plentiful.  

     The central core of an orchid root is covered by a spongy material called vela-

men. This spongy material stores water for the plant and should it remain wet for 

too long, the central core will rot and will no longer be able to absorb moisture and 

nutrients. If an orchid plant is potted in soil or dirt, the roots will not receive 

enough air and will be unable to dry out and will rot. In order for an orchid plant to 

be healthy and produce flowers, water, air and light must be in balance.  

     Orchid roots can be very fine such as those of the Oncidium family or very thick like Phalaenopsis or Vanda 

roots. The thickness of the roots is usually a good measure to determine the type of orchid potting media to 

use: In general, the thicker the root, the more open and less dense the potting material. 

     Monopodial orchids often have arial roots that are produced at intervals 

along the main stem and grow out and down. Some attach to the support, if 

it is a slab or a totem, some go down into the potting mix in a basket or pot, 

but many monopodial plant roots hang in the air. Many originate above the 

lower leaves. Active roots are white with green or brownish tips when in 

growth. Dry dead roots look like brown strings and may be cut off with a 

sterile tool if their central core is brown. 

     The roots of sympodial orchids grow 

from the rhizome. They are white and fleshy 

with a spongy covering layer. The growing 

tips are bright green, reddish-brown or 

olive color. As with roots of all plants, the 

growing tip is pushed forward by the divi-

sion of the cells immediately behind it. 

      Roots take up water and nutrients for the growth of the plant. On orchids 

they also serve as holdfasts, attaching themselves to the insides of containers, 

into the slabs of cork or tree fern, or even attaching to the plastic peanuts used for drainage material in pots. 

Roots often venture over the edges of pots or baskets, hanging out in the air as they do in nature. 

     When growing in the wild, roots may secure themselves in the cracks of bark or rocks. They absorb water 

and nutrients from the debris that collects around them. 

     Old roots on a plant may cease to function and turn brown and dry or brown and soggy. These may be cut 

off with a sterile tool or razor blade. However, as long as roots have a green core, they are useful, and experi-

ments show that old live roots take up as much nourishment as do new roots. 

        Our thanks to the American Orchid Society for this article. 

  

These newly emerging Cattleya root 

tips indicate that it is a good time to 

repot the orchid if it needs it. The 

white covering on the mature roots is 

velamen  

Even experienced growers can have trouble distin-

guishing live roots from dead roots. Sometimes roots 

that appear to be dead, can still produce live, new 

roots as shown by the white root tip in this photo.  

When an orchid root has only a wiry. 

woody core, the root may be cut off using 

a sterile pair of shears.  
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OSCG Exhibit 

Jim answering questions 

Orchids Galore for 

Sale! 
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Our 3 Raffle winners! 

John Shaw 

Annie Alapont 

Deanna Blanco 

The crowds were great! 
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Pat making a sale! 

AOS Show Trophy Winning Display 

by Carib Orchids 

Beautiful tabletop display by Soroa Orchids 

And, of course, every-

where you looked there 

were photographers! 

Robert & Diana Randall, 

owners of Carib Orchids 


