
orchid for its best 

presentation. Second, 

when you bring it in, 

whether to the meeting 

judging or judging at 

the center, you will be 

asked to fill in a regis-

tration form. You need 

to know the full name of 

the orchid, and if itôs a 

hybrid, list the parents if 

you know them.  

     Judging is an inter-

esting way to learn 

about orchids, especial-

ly one of your own. You 

may have a winner sit-

ting in your collection 

and not even know it! 

See you at the meeting 

and bring your orchids!

Registration starts at 7 

pm. 

     Get  your orchids ready for 

judging! Our January meeting 

will be an AOS sanctioned 

Judging session with judges 

from the Florida-Caribbean 

Judging Center. . Learn what 

the AOS judges look for in an 

award quality plant. 

     In addition, one of the AOS 

judges (and our Holiday Party 

bartender!) Lou Lodyga will 

give a presentation while the 

judges are doing their work.    

Here are some FAQôs about 

orchid judging: 

1. What is Orchid Judging? 

 There is no mystique about or-

chid judging. It is simply a pro-

cess of comparing one orchid 

against others of the same 

name.  

2. Where do they get orchids 

to judge?  

You and me. Anyone can bring 

in an orchid to be judged, either 

at this meeting or to the judging 

center. Do not be afraid to bring 

in an orchid for judging. You 

may be surprised at what may 

happen!s, 

3.   What do I need to do?  

First, make sure your plant is 

free of bugs. Clean the foliage 

and if the inflorescence need 

staking, stake it. Prepare your 

January Meet ing ÍTuesday, January 3, 2012 

     7:30 pm. Plant  registrat ion f rom 7pm on. 

JANUARY 2012 

Orchid Society of           Orchid Society of           

    Coral GablesCoral Gables   
     The  Orchid Society of Coral Gables is a non-profit organization established for the purpose of showing the cultural and economic importance of the 

orchid, as well as the intrinsic beauty, and biological and ecological importance of this group of plants. We promote the scientific research and study of 

orchids including their classification, evolution, propagation, culture, care, and development. Additionally, we support the conservation of orchids in nature, 

and disseminate educational information and knowledge about the orchid family to the general public.  

         www.oscgonline.org 

Highl ights in th is Issue 

Show Season Starts!

We need plants and Help 
for Tamiami Show. 

See how you can 

help. 
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Photos from the 

Holiday Party  

You canõt say we 

donõt know how to 

party! 

Page 6 

How an Orchid Can 

Touch a Heart  

A heart-warming 

story of a man 

and his fatherõs 

legacy 

Page 5 

Orchid Resolutions  

2012 is 

the time 

to start 

some 

new orchid resolutions 
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No, not this judge! 

Not these guys either! 

Now weõre talkinõ! Jill 

Godfrey, Lou Lodyga, 

Karina Schmid, Martin 

Motes and Erna Max-

well judging at last 

yearõs meeting! 

Cold Weather Tips  

Dr. Martin Motes offers 

us some tips on which 

orchids hate the cold 
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Happy New Year Members, 

     I hope everyone enjoyed 

their Holiday.  Wow!  What 

a party.  I hope everyone 

who attended had a great 

time.  Thanks to Melana for 

planning another fantastic 

event for our society. 

     With the new year comes 

the beginning of the South 

Florida orchid show season.  

From now until May we will 

have several events in succes-

sion.  Keep your eye on the 

newsletter for advance notice 

of these events.  Weõll keep 

you informed on what is hap-

pening when and where.  And 

donõt forget, the OSCG will 

be putting in a display at the 

Tamiami Orchid Festival and 

the society will need your 

help to win the show trophy 

for a third year in a row. 

     For those of you who 

have participated in putting in 

an exhibit, I donõt need to tell 

you what a rewarding sense 

of accomplishment one feels 

when hard work and creativi-

ty are transformed into a 

wondrous display.  For those 

of you who have not taken 

part in an exhibit, I strongly 

encourage you to give it a 

try.    The process, as I often 

describe, is four hours of 

chaos followed by one hour 

of pure magic.  It never ceas-

es to amaze me how it all 

comes together in the end.   I 

know of no one who has re-

gretted the experience.   

     One of the more important 

parts of getting ready for the 

show season is getting your plants 

ready.  Simple grooming and stak-

ing now will help your prize win-

ning plant put on its best display.  

If you are new to growing orchids 

and arenõt sure what to do just 

ask one of our long-time mem-

bers.  They will be more than 

happy to share some of the tricks 

and tips needed to help your 

plant look its best for the show.   

     And when do we repot?  All 

together nowé NEW ROOTS.  

Thatõs right.  Orchids choose the 

best time to repot, not us.  So 

keep your eyes open.  Many Catt-

leyas are putting out roots now.  

Get your supplies together.          

 Youõre gonna be busy. 

     The cold weather has 

finally began to rear its 

ugly head. Melana and I 

have our living room, 

dining room, and bath-

rooms full of our cold 

intolerant plants. And I 

understand there is an-

other cold front coming 

on Monday night, with 

colder temperatures for 

Tuesday and Wednesday 

morning. Please make 

sure you take precau-

tions with your Bulbos, 

Phals, Vandas, and espe-

cially the hard cane Den-

drobiums of the sections 

Spatulata and Phalaenan-

the. We have reprinted a 

great article from Martin 

Motes in this issue for 

your benefit.  

     Good, Melana is 

making Chili this 

month...we are going 

to need it! 

Keep warm and see 

you at the meeting! 

 Jim 

Presidentõs Message 

òOne kind word 

can warm three 

winter months.ó 
--Japanese Proverb  
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This Cattleya was ready for repotting 

about two weeks ago.  I better get on it 

before itõs too late. 

This C. purpurata was 

repotted when new 

roots appeared three 

weeks ago.  It should 

survive the stress re-

potting and be happy 

in its new pot for two-

three years, 



¶ Water judiciously, only early in the 

day 

¶ Run plants on the dry side to pre-

serve the possibility of using water 

for cold protection 

¶ Check irrigation system in anticipa-

tion of cold 

¶ Flush excess fertilizer salts from 

Cattleyas and other sympodials 

¶ Spray for mites, then spray again in 

7-10 days 

¶ Join us at the Tamiami International 

Orchid Festival, Jan 28-29 

grandbabies, and my 

traveling for AOS judg-

ing events. I have been 

doing the newsletters for 

several years now, and it 

is time for a change.  

     I have loved doing 

the newsletters, but I 

also love cooking each 

month, putting in dis-

plays for shows, and 

throwing our Holiday 

Party, among other 

things. I have to pare 

down my OSCG duties, 

and this is the task I 

have selected to give up. 

     If you would be inter-

ested in taking over this 

position, I will be more 

     This new year will be 

the start of, I hope, many 

changes for the better in 

all our lives. I look forward 

to a good year ahead, and 

hope that you do to! 

     One change that is ob-

vious now is a new look 

for the newsletter. This 

cleaner, clearer  format  

may be more helpful and 

easier for the next person 

to take on the job of news-

letters to follow. Yes, I said 

next person because I 

would like to pass on the 

newsletter baton to anoth-

er member. My upcoming 

year will be filled with my 

growing business, my new 

than happy to train you in 

Microsoft Publisher. Or you 

can use any other publishing 

program you would like. 

This is an opportunity to 

help the society and 

learn a new or improve 

a current skill set. You 

can do it from your 

home, at your own pace. 

And I will always be 

available to help you 

too. 

     Think of it as a new 

door to open in 2012! See 

me at the meeting or email 

me at orchidiva@att.net. 

Happy New Year to every-

one! 

 Melana Davison 

Tasks  for  Januar y  f rom Dr. Motes  

A New Year, A  New Look  

    -  Le t ter  f rom the Ed i to r  

Januar y  Hosp i ta l i ty  Corner  

will be making her Home-

made Chili and will have it 

available in mild, medium 

and spicy!  

     We can use sides of 

cornbread, pasta, salad, 

fruit, desserts, or whatever 

you wish to bring.       

     Remember, the 

society supplies 

sodas, juices, and 

water so please 

bring a food dish. See you 

there! 

     Thank you to all 

members who brought 

the most yummy foods 

to our Holiday Party! All 

the food was excellent 

and mouth-watering! 

     This month, since it is 

getting chilly, we will be 

having -- Chili! Melana 

     Due to the AOS 

Judging format 

this month, there 

will be no 

Beginnerõs Class in 

January. 

      Beginnerõs 

Class will once 

again be held 

starting with the 

February Meeting! 
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OSCG Needs YOU to  Help  w i th  D isp lay  at  

 2012 Tamiami  In ternat iona l  Orch id  Fest iva l  

   D isp lay  Set  up, Januar y  27  
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     Itôs that time again, time to search in your collections to see what plants are spiking or sheathing and 

may be in bloom for our third attempt at First Place at the Tamiami International Orchid Festival! Yeah! 

     The festival will be held on January 28-29, and we will be putting in a display on January 27. We 

need help from A to Z and especially, we need your plants! Because of our mild December, we have 

heard from many people, and have noticed ourselves, that some of our January blooming plants have al-

ready bloomed or are blooming now and wonôt be available for the show. Also, one of our members with 

very large plants, Jean Wilson, has sold and/or cut up some of her big plants in preparation for her move 

to North Carolina.  

     In other words, WE NEED YOUR ORCHIDS! This year more than ever! And if you donôt have plants, 

we need your help in putting in the display! It is a team effort, and we need all the help we can get! There 

are many jobs, large and small that need to be done. Please mark your calendar for January 27! 

     We will start at 9 am at the Dade County Fair Expo Center, Fuchs Pavilion (same as usual). The 

society will provide drinks, snacks, and lunch for all helpers. There is also enough break time to take 

a peek at the vendors that are setting up their wares around the festival so you can see what will be of-

fered. No buying is allowed, but you can look! 

     We have a lot of fun while we work, and there is a lot of laughing and a general good time. Everyone 

walks away with a good feeling of accomplishment and joy! 

     More will be discussed at the January meeting, and also more notices will follow via email. Please re-

member we really need your help and your plants this year. And donôt think that we only need big plants, 

we will use just about anything that is in bloom!  

     Email Melana at orchidiva@att.net if you have any questions! See you at the festival! 

Last yearõs First Place and AOS Trophy Winning display! 



My Fi rs t  B loom -  G iv ing  Thanks  to  My Dad, 

  Br ian  T. Gaine  

acknowledgement of the 

accomplishment.  As 

president of the South 

Florida Orchid Society in 

the mid-70ôs, he was a 

die-hard Cattleya hobby-

ist I hardly knew, who 

registered the hybrid just 

a couple of years before 

passing away in 1985 

when I was five years 

old, leaving with me a 

living legacy. 

     I replied ñI'll keep an 

eye outò with an isn't-she

-adorable tone of voice, 

but would later find my-

self more than im-

pressed with the seem-

ingly prescient accuracy 

of her premonition. 

     Around 6pm, as the 

sun was setting, I was 

lazily watching Sunday 

Night Football on the 

living room sofa when 

something happened 

very loudly and abruptly 

on the east-facing balco-

ny where most of my 

orchids grow.  We im-

mediately looked out-

side, and apparently 

due to severe winds & 

rain, a large hawk had 

landed and perched it-

self on the balcony rail-

ing seeking refuge.  

Thirty long minutes of 

intense bird-watching 

and thorough online re-

search slowly passed 

by, and the majestic Red

-shouldered Hawk ï 

known in Celtic & Native 

American traditions as 

the messenger ï was, to 

our surprise, still there. 

     In fact, this brilliant 

bird stayed in place for 

hours, enduring unre-

lenting gusts of wind and 

torrential rain, well past 

the time I got to bed.  It 

wasnôt until around 2am 

ï eight hours later ï 

when my dog finally no-

ticed it sitting dead cen-

ter outside of my bed-

room window, waking us 

up and barking the awe-

some avian visitor off 

and away to its next des-

tination. 

     This was indeed a 

noteworthy observation, 

although that evening 

part of me thought that 

the ñsignò might end up 

being a pile of digested 

Cattleya hawk droppings 

on the balcony floor, for 

me to clean up the next 

morning.  That was for-

tunately not the case. 

     I've seen seagulls, 

pelicans, and parrots fly 

by the balcony of my 

29th floor apartment, but 

Iôve never witnessed an-

ything quite as magnifi-

cent as this in the eight 

years that I've resided 

on the outskirts of Down-

     On a cool, fall Sunday 

morning in Miami - October 

16, 2011 - I awoke to two 

divine blooms sitting atop 

the first orchid Ióve ever 

bloomed on my own.  It felt 

like Christmas morning.  

The orchid was a Blc. 

'Michael Gaine' no less, a 

yellow Cattleya hybrid 

cross-pollinated and 

named after me by my fa-

ther, and every moment of 

meticulously nurturing it to 

bloom was cherished.  Up-

on curiously inhaling my 

first whiff of the flowerôs 

aroma, I was pleasantly 

greeted by its intoxicating 

lemony zest of citrus & va-

nilla. 

     As far as I know, this 

would effectively be the 

first time a Gaine has 

bloomed a óMichael Gaineô 

in about 25 years. 

     Later that morning, my 

girlfriend told me not to be 

surprised if I received "a 

sign" from my Dad of his 
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town Miamiôs concrete 

jungle. 

The following Saturday I 

drove five hours on an 

inspired journey to bring 

the cut flowers as a gift to 

my fatherôs resting place 

in Ocala - a location I had 

not visited in well over 

five years ï in order to 

present the fruits of our 

shared passion.  Giving 

back what had been gen-

erously given to me was 

the closest Iôve come to 

experiencing a father-son 

bonding moment, and it 

will forever be remem-

bered, with much thanks 

to the divine timing of a 

heavenly hawk, and a 

special tribute from my 

beloved father, Brian T. 

Gaine. 

     At the November meeting, one of our newest members, Michael Gaine, asked if he could speak about an 

orchid of his during Show and Tell since the orchid was no longer in bloom. The story he related was heart-

warming and brought tears to some members eyes. Here is his story. 



Photos  f rom the  2011 OSCG Hol iday Par ty !  

 

òMake new friends, 

keep the old. One is 

silver,  the other is 

gold.ó 
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Thank you to Jean Wilson for photos. 
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