Jean Wilson’s Culture Notes

I grow everything in clay pots or baskets or on some sort of mounting. Because my plants are out in the rain year around I have to use a very rapidly draining potting medium. My favorite at the moment is Carolina stalite, which is a gray rock. I put a piece of cut plastic gutter guard in the bottom of the pot to make sure the hole remains open, put some Styrofoam peanuts in the bottom of the pot, and fill around the plant with rock. I use time release  10-10-10 Dynamite fertilizer on top. In the summer I fertilize with Cal Mag Special once a week, using a Syphonex, at about 1 tsp/gallon and only about once a month in the winter.
Snails are a big problem for me, probably because of all the shrubbery, and for the past couple of years I’ve been spreading Dead Line over most of my yard, lightly with a fertilizer spreader, as often as once a week in the rainy season.

Thrips are a big problem for me also and if I want decent looking blooms I find I must use Orthene wetable power about every 6 weeks. Scale has been a problem until this past year when I discovered, thanks to Lance Stelzer, ‘Distance’, which is an insect growth inhibitor. I’ve been mixing it with the orthene 2-3 times a year and it seems to have eliminated the scale.

My shade cloth is 50% on most of the yard and 62% in the orchid house

