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Orchid Society of  

 Coral Gables  
Tuesday,  July 6, 2010 Meeting  

7:30 pm: General Meeting  

Georgia Tasker, Author, Orchid Hobbyist, OSCG Member:  

ñEcuador: Orchids, Aroids, and Othersò 

     This month we have another of our in-house experts as our speaker. And expert she is! 

Georgia Tasker was the garden writer for The Miami Herald for over 30 years and has writ-

ten three books on gardening. She now is a writer for the Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden. 

We couldnõt ask for much more as a speaker! 

     She is author of Enchanted Ground, Gardening with Nature in the Subtropics (Fairchild Tropi-

cal Garden) and co-author with Tom MacCubbin of Florida Gardeners Guide (Cool Springs 

Press). Among her awards are the Barbour Medal from Fairchild Tropical Garden, the botani-

cal garden's highest environmental award, and the first lifetime achievement award from 

Tropical Audubon Society. She currently has a blog on the Fairchildõs 

website that everyone should check out.     

     Just recently, Georgia and her partner Sandi took a trip to Ecuador      

and, of course, the Galapagos Islands. Her presentation will take us to                              

this beautiful land through her eyes 

and her photo lens, to show us the 

native orchids, aroids, and other 

interesting plants she and Sandi 

were able to see. You donõt want 

to miss it! 

      
Sobralia violacea Masd. glandulosa Trichocentrum pulchrum 

 
A Huge óThank Youô to All Our Auction Volunteers! 

     All of the OSCG Board  would like to thank all of our members who helped us make our auction 

last month a tremendous success! We had one of our most successful auctions ever, and it wouldnôt 

have happened without all your help! Thank you, Thank 

Bob Banci 

Linda Bell 

Michelle Briois 

Marie Brown 

Bill Capps 

Maria Cerna 

Linda Curle 

Lynn Corson 

Jim Davison 

Tomy Edwards 

Norberto Fernandez 

JoAnn Forbes 

Ralph Hernandez 

Ashley Jellema 

Jill Koerber 

Karl Kremser 

Lou Lodyga 

Linda Matanis 

Javier Morejon 

Michael OôDea 

Bonnie Pickard 

Ron Rosenthal 

Eleanor Sanfilippo 

Karina Schmid 

Jill Sidran 

Daniel Sousa 

Nicholas Sousa 

Jordan Stelzer 

Ivette Vallejo 

Priscilla Vargas 

Jean Wilson 

Suzanne Williamson 

Pat Chen Yin 

(And please forgive me if I 

have left anyoneôs name 

off the list - you are all  

appreciated!) 



Orchid Society of Coral Gables  
Board Members  

 

¶ President            Melana Davison 

¶ 1st Vice Pres.   Jim Davison 

¶ 2nd Vice Pres.    Jill Sidran 

¶ Treasurer            JoAnn Forbes 

¶ Secretary            Jill Koerber 
 

¶ Directors 
      Pat Chen Yin ó10ô 
      Georgia Bohn ó10ô 
     Ann Goodman ó11ô 
 Jill Koerber ó12ô 
            Suzanne Williamson ó12ô 
            Javier Morejon ó10ô 
 Linda Matanis ó12ô 
 
            Newsletter Editor - Melana Davison 
            Librarians - Elizabeth Pettit and 
  Eleanor Sanifilippo 
 Photography - Jean Wilson 
 Membership - Pat Chen Yin and  
  Jill Koerber 
 
Orchid related articles and notices for our newsletter are welcome. 
(Deadline  third Monday of the month). The views and opinions 
expressed in this newsletter are those of the editors and writers 
and do not reflect OSCG policy or endorsement. 
 
 

     The Orchid Society of 

Coral Gables meets the first 

Tuesday of each month in 

the Garden Room of the 

beautiful Fairchild Tropical 

Botanic Garden.  

     Beginnerõs Culture Class starts at 6:45 pm 

and the General Meeting begin at 7:30 pm 

and include excellent speakers, superb silent 

auctions, exciting raffles, sumptuous refresh-

ments, and great camaraderie!  

     Sounds good? Then come and join us for 

an evening of education and fun! Call any of 

the board members listed for more informa-

tion. Weõd love for you to join us and learn 

about the orchids we are all love! 

     Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden is lo-

cated at 10901 Old Cutler Road, Coral  

Gables. See www.fairchildgarden.org for map 

and directions.  

Other Meetings:  

South Dade Society:   Meeting Canceled due to  

   school holiday  

AOS Judging at Fairchild:   Saturday, July 17  

COS Meeting:   Mon, July 19  

Pan AM Orchid Society:   Tues, July 20  

SFOS Meeting:   Wed, July 21  

East Everglades Meeting:   Tues, July 27  

   Upcoming Events:  

Coalition for Orchid Species Symposium:  

 Sunday, August 1  
 

Note from the Librarians 
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As usual, our library will be available 

for use this month. Donôt miss the    

opportunity to check out educational 

orchid books you canôt find anywhere else! 

       The Librarians 

   Elizabeth and Eleanor 

 



A Message from the President  
 

Hello, Dear Members! 

     Well, is it hot enough for you?  Last night I heard we were on our 31st day of 90 

degrees or better. And my orchids are feeling it.. Like they say, 

chances are if you are too hot, so are your orchids.  

     Jim and I got some extra fans this summer to keep the air 

moving. And Iõm proud of myself that we did pre-emptive fungi-

cide spraying in May, so our black rot has been kept to a mini-

mum. Of course, it's been rather dry so far, but even so, it seems to have helped so far.  

Dr. Motes states that the heat this year is great for our Cattleyas, but is hard on our 

Phalaenopsis, making them more vulnerable to bacterial rot.  There is a great article on 

heat stress on page 5 from the AOS that everyone should read. Also, Jim will go over heat stress basics for 

both orchids and humans as part of his beginners class this month. 

     Our auction last month was fantastic! I want to personally thank everyone who helped in all areas for mak-

ing this yearõs auction so great! We had members helping with planning the auction, members who solicited 

donations from vendors at the Redlands Show, members who baby sat  and transported those same orchids 

to the auction, members who went shopping with the limited amount of funds the board granted for plant 

purchase, and who, I have to say, did a fine job in getting our moneyõs worth, and members who helped with 

all aspects of tasks on the night of the auction! There is a lot of work to be done to pull off such a superb auc-

tion (although I hate to call it work, because most of the members have a lot of fun doing it!) and we all 

worked together and did it! That is why this society is so GREAT! The Love of Orchids, the Love of Learning, 

and the Love of each other make us the Number One Society around (at least in my eyes!) 

     I would also like to remind everyone to sign up for the Coalition for Orchid Species 

Symposium to be held on Sunday, August 1. This is a wonderful day event to learn about or-

chids from speakers from across the nation, the ones we donõt often get to hear. The price 

includes a great continental breakfast and this year, a delicious buffet luncheon. There will be 

orchids for sale by vendors, orchid raffles, and, AOS orchid judging. Bring your plants in 

when you come and have them judged by our AOS judges - who knows, you may go home 

with an HCC, AM,  or FCC plant! You can purchase your tickets at our meeting, or, if you 

wonõt be at the meeting, call Erna Maxwell and get yours. See the COS ad on page 12 for more information.  

          So, Have a Happy 4th of July, try and keep cool, and Iõll see you on Tuesday.  

             Melana Davison 

 

            Beginnerôs Culture Class, 6:45 pm  

Oncidiums,  

and How to Combat Heat Stress  

     The Beginnerôs Culture Class this month will focus on Oncidi-

ums that do well in our area. Some in this group are well-known 

here in South Florida, such as Onc. floridanum and sphacelatum. Jim Davison will pro-

vide culture tips and how to grow and bloom these popular orchids! 

     Jim will also speak some on how to combat heat stress in your orchids. Some simple tips can help to cool 

them down this summer. The Beginnerôs Culture Class begins  at 6:45 pm.  Meeting in the back corner is 

working out well for the beginner class, so grab a chair and join us. And as usual, for those not in the class, 

please remember to keep your voices soft  minimize distractions until the class is over. Thank you. 

Onc. floridanum 

Onc. sphacelatum 
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We would like to give a great big THANK YOU to all of the vendors and members who 

so generously donated to our auction. Below is a list of those vendors, and it would be a 

good thing for us to remember them and support their nurseries. 

Amazonia Orchids  

Andy's Orchids  

Banjong Orchids  

Betty Eber  

Blossom Planting Supply  

Cal Orchids  

Carib Plants  

Carolina Orchids  

Carter & Holmes  

Centro de Jardineria  

Ching Hua Orchids  

Del Rei Orchids  

Eco Orquideas  

Ecuagenera CIA  

Evergrace Orchids  

EFG Orchids  

Featherstone Orchids  

H & R Orchids  

Hamlyn Orchids  

Henington Farms  

Jim & Melana Davison  

Joseph Wu Orchids  

Kerryôs  

Kogachi Orchids  

Krull Smith Orchids  

Larry Cox  

Laurel Orchids  

Libby Mahaffey  

Living Color  

Louis Del Favero Orchids  

Mac's Orchids  

Miranda Orchids  

Oakhill Gardens  

Odom Orchids  

Ooi Leng Sun (AA Orchids)  

Orchids by Del -Rei 

OrchidWiz  

Orquedias del Valle  

Out on a Limb Orchids  

Peter Von Scholl  

PCK Orchids  

Pelikan Orchids  

Pine Ridge Orchids  

Plantio La Orquidea  

Purificacion Ochids  

R.F. Orchids  

Ruben in Orchids  

Sedona Orchids  

Springwater Orchids  

Taida Orchids  

Vivero Nuevo Destino  

Waldor Orchids  

Woodland Orchids  

Jean Wilson  
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We Need Your Help! 

Due to her workload, we will be losing  

Suzanne Williamson as one of our Hospitality 

Co-Chairs after this month. Now is the time to 

step up and help OSCG!  

No cooking required, just help with getting the 

food out on the table. Please see Marie Brown 

in the kitchen if you can help. Once again, the 

more who volunteer, the 

less work for everyone. If 

we could get enough help-

ers to rotate months, we 

would be in great shape! 

Thank you, Suzanne, for doing such a great job! 



Hospitality Corner 
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     Our theme this month is 4th of July/Summer Picnic!  The society will be providing hot dogs and 

hamburgers with condiments, and you, the member, can provide all the sides! Just think of picnic - potato and maca-

roni salads, green salads, fruit salads, chips, drinks, - whatever you can bring is welcome!  

     You have all been doing a great job in supporting our Hospitality Tables! We have an excellent bounty each 

month and it is appreciated by all and is one of the highlights of our meetings!  

     Suzanne Williamson has been doing a superb job as our Hospitality Co-chair. Her wonderful dishes have been 

plentiful and delicious! She has gone above and beyond the call of duty! However, because of her job being expanded, 

she will no longer be able to be a co-chair. Marie Brown, her partner in crime and also co-chair, will be staying on to 

help serve. 

     So, needless to say, we need to find a replacement person to help Marie with her duties. We really could use 

more than one person to make the Hospitality Committee really complete. No cooking is involved, unless you want 

to, just getting the table ready and getting out the dishes that the members will be bringing. If you can help in any 

way, please let Marie know as soon as possible. Suzanne will be helping for this month, but she can not do it after 

this.  

     If we can get enough people involved with helping Marie, you donõt have to serve each 

month. There can be a rotatated schedule and it would be easy for everyone. Please think 

about helping. We know everyone loves the dinners we serve, and everyone partakes, so, 

everyone could work in the kitchen at least one month! 

Thank you to all those who brought food for our Auction last month! It was fantastic! 

Rosario Valdes Mango Key Lime Pie 

Susan Lopez  Sandwiches 

Sheila Gomes  Quiche 

Linda Matanis  Cookies 

Marie Brown  Ice and Drinks 

Vicki Phillips  Pie 

Judy Orr  Chicken Wings 

Renee Schaffer Chicken Wings 

Lynda LaRocca Nuts 

Linda Curle  Cheese, Crackers & Hummus 

Beth Werner  Tomatos, olives,  

    & Cheese Sticks 

Elizabeth Pettit Cookies 

Ron Rosenthal Fruit Salad 

Mirta Heineman Tea Cookies 

Margarita Kilpatrick Sodas and Chips 

Jennifer Munnings Oatmeal Cookies 

Williams Capps Soda 

Nicolas Sousa  Cupcakes 

Daniel Sousa  Brownies 

Betty Eber  Tea Sandwiches ñDevil Bitesò 

Cindy Maxwell  Cookies 

Barbara Spersman Cookies 

Eleanor Sanfilippo Cherries 

Brenda Martinez Cookies 

David Foster  Iced Tea, Crackers & Dip 

Robert Baril  Mixed Nuts 

Kathy Baril Peanuts 

Javier Morejon        Ham & Cheese w/Caramel Sauce

                              & Veggie Tray 

Sandra Elliott  Chips & Dip 

Tomy Edwards Dessert Bread 

The Oôdeas  Cheese, Crackers, & Grapes 

Suzanne Roberts Cranberry Lace Cookies 



Heat Stress  
By Susan Jones 

 

     Like people, orchids, especially those that prefer cooler, shadier environments, can suffer from heat stress during 

the hot summer months. The midday sun is intense, especially during the summer, and the high temperatures that 

bright sunshine brings can burn your orchids quickly, especially the more sensitive types such as phalaenopsis, pleu-

rothallids, paphiopedilums and miltonias.  

     Heat stress is a condition that occurs in orchids and other plants when excessive heat causes an imbalance in tran-

spiration, the process by which moisture evaporates from the plantõs tissues. When that rate of evaporation exceeds 

the pace at which moisture is being replaced through water taken up by the orchidõs roots, the plant becomes dehy-

drated ñ leaves soft and wilted, pseudobulbs wrinkled and ridged. The instinctive response in this situation is to over-

water the orchid to correct the dehydration. This can instead make matters 

worse by rotting the plantõs root system, further hampering its ability to take in 

much-needed hydration. The roots can only absorb so much water at one time. 

In addition to watering, control of heat and humidity play a significant role in the 

prevention and management of heat stress. 

Signs of Heat Stress  

These symptoms may appear singly, even in otherwise fairly healthy orchids. 

When they appear in combination, however, it is usually an indication of heat 

stress or an underlying problem (such as root loss) that has lead to heat stress. 

Yellowing of Plants and Leaves  Too much light causes a plantõs chlorophyll to 

deteriorate, which can turn your orchid an anemic yellow-green, and eventually 

cause premature loss of leaves. Most healthy orchids receiving appropriate light 

levels will be a robust light green. 

Withered Leaves  The culprit, especially in summer weather, can be overheat-

ing. If your plantõs leaves feel warm to the touch, they could be getting too much 

light, and need increased air circulation and shading, or a     

move to a more protected area. 

 

 

 

Sunburn  Initial signs of sunburn, as in humans, appear as a  

reddish-purple tint or freckles on leaves and pseudobulbs. 

In advanced stages, leaf tips and roots may brown, flowers drop, 

buds blast or flower spikes fail altogether. Temperature and air   

circulation play a role in sunburn along with light levels. Leaves 

will tend to burn more quickly when the temperature is hot and 

the air is still. 
 

Shriveled Pseudobulbs  Your orchidõs pseudobulbs serve as 

its water-storage organs, so shriveled pseudobulbs indicate a 

dehydrated orchid ð it is in a stressed state, having used up its 

moisture reserves.  
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Tips from the AOS  

Placing a mounted plant in an empty clay pot 

can help retain moisture around roots. The mi-

croclimate of higher humidity helps prevent heat 

stress and aids stressed plants in recovering.  

Sunburned spot on a Phalaenopsis 

after the damage occurred and had 

time to dry. A thin white patch with 

a dark ring is common with sunburn. 

This patch is dry and the damage is 

contained to this area and will not 

spread any more. 

Once leaves have become 

sunburned the leaf should 

be watched for signs of 

rot. Usually the leaves will 

dry out but in some cases 

they may begin to turn 

mushy and rot. Rot on an 

orchid needs to be 

stopped quickly as it can 

spread aggressively. 



Leathery Leaves  This goes beyond mere wilting, and occurs in the advanced stages of heat stress, indicating severe 

desiccation and possible damage on the cellular level. Depending on how long the condition has persisted, the type of 

orchid and its overall health aside from the leaf damage, it may or may not recover once its leaves are parched. 

Prevention  

     Your orchids need lots of attention during the summer months, especially on hot days. With 

higher temperatures, orchids require more frequent watering to prevent dehydration. High tem-

peratures quickly dry out mounted orchids, those in baskets and even potted plants. 

     Maintaining the balance between keeping orchids sufficiently hydrated and over-watering can be 

a challenge. A simple rule of thumb is that an orchidõs need for water increases and decreases with 

the ambient temperature, so water thoroughly and more frequently during higher temperatures. 

Most mounted plants and those in baskets, especially vandaceous orchids and other genera grown 

with little or no media, will benefit from daily watering in warmer weather. 

     In addition, keep air movement continuous, as this can help plants keep their cool on hot days. 

Adding a fan to the growing area, or locating your orchids where they receive the caress of sum-

merõs breezes, as well as spacing your plants to allow for sufficient air circulation between orchids, 

can make a big difference in their environment and overall health. This will also help to keep rots 

from fungi and bacteria at bay. 

     When watering or misting, always be certain that plants have ample 

time to dry before night falls, so as to discourage bacterial and fungal 

growth. 

     When moving orchids outside for the season, start them out in a 

shaded spot and gradually increase their exposure to sunlight to acclimate 

them to the higher outdoor light levels. Make sure to protect them from 

the strongest sunlight as midday summer sun has more intense UV rays 

that can burn tender plants. Check the amount of exposure your plants 

receive at different times during the day as the sun moves, and throughout 

the year as the earthõs orbit around the sun makes its gradual seasonal 

changes, which in turn changes the angle of the exposure your plants re-

ceive. 

     For greenhouse growers, consider using shade cloth for added protec-

tion during the summer months. Windowsill growers may want to add a 

sheer curtain during the summertime to keep sunlight reflected by the 

window glass from causing sunburn. 

     Finally, always have someone care for your orchids while you are away on summer vacation. 

Treatment  

     Once an orchid has suffered the effects of heat stress, it may take a long time to rebound. Apply fertilizers spar-

ingly, using a weak solution, and flush the growing medium with clean water between applications of fertilizer, as the 

salts in fertilizers are difficult for dehydrated plants to assimilate, and a regular dose may further burn the plant. Be 

especially alert for pests on distressed orchids ð insects and viruses are more likely to attack weakened plants. 

 

References 
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Withner, Carl L. 1997. òGood Orchid Growing or the Concept of Stress on Plants.ó Orchid Society of Nova Scotia 
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 Susan Jones was the editor of Awards Quarterly and assistant editor of Orchids. American Orchid Society, 16700 AOS Lane, Delray Beach, Florida 33446  
Reprinted from the JULY 2004 issue of Orchids -- The Bulletin of the American Orchid Society. Copyright American Orchid Society -- 

www.aos.org 
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Mounted orchids are particularly sensitive to higher 

temperatures and require additional water and 

humidity during hot weather. This Cattleya hybrid 

exhibits the yellowing leaves and wrinkled pseu-

dobulbs typical of heat-stressed plants.  
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C. intermedia  

     The Cattleya intermedia species is 

another that adapts very well to south 

Florida horticulture.  It flowers very relia-

bly in the Spring.  Grow it in a well-

drained pot, basket or on a mount.   

     We had two examples of this beauti-

ful Brazilian orchid on our display table 

in May.  Above, is the coerulea or óblueô color form.  This color form is prized 

by collectors for its rarity.  The óMakuuô clone shared by Jim and Melana is also a dwarf that exhibits a very 

compact growth habit.  The other plant shared this month is from Jean Wilson and shows how the interme-

dia can make very nice specimen plants.  Jeanôs plant is of the aquinii (also called flamea) color form.  The 

C. intermedia has other beautiful color forms, including lavender (type form), amethystina (light pink), coe-

rulea aquinii (splash blue), alba (pure white), orlata (red lip) .   There have been 106 AOS awards to the 

species, making it the most awarded of all Cattleya species.  We can all see why! 

Brassia Rex (Brs. verucosa x Brs. gireoudiana) 

     This Brassia shared by Jim and Melana shows why the Brassia are called 

the spider orchids.  The Brs. Rex grex is a primary hybrid made from two very 

spidery species.  These plants can be very floriferous, putting out many spikes 

with up to thirteen flowers.  Jim and Melanaôs plant exhibited another notable 

characteristic of the genus: neatly arranged and well presented flowers on an 

arching inflorescence.  Brassia love the warmth and grow to specimen size 

quickly.  Donôt allow to dry completely.  They also need bright indirect sunlight 

and plenty of air movement.     

Stanhopea Paha Sapa  

(Stan. wardii x Stan. tricornis) 

     Javier Morejon loves his Stanhopea, even if the love affair is fleeting.   

     If not for being a new world orchid, the Stanhopea would surely have a 

tragic Greek myth describing how the young hero, Javiereus, had    offended 

the gods.  So the gods turned his beautiful, beloved Stanhopea into a flower, 

where Javiereus could see her for only three days each year. 

     Yes, itôs true.  Stanhopea flowers only last for three days.  But donôt be 

sad.  Mature plants can produce a succession of spikes, thus extending the flowering season.  

     Always grow Stanhopea in a basket with loose media because the flower spikes emerge from the bottom 

of the basket.  As if the myth wasnôt weird enough for you! 

Show and Tell Photos from the May Meeting     
    by Jim Davison         Photos by Jean Wilson 

Ascocenda Motes Burning Sands óMary Motesô AM/AOS  

(V. lamellate x Ascda. Motes Goldpiece) 

     Dominic Vallejo brought in one of the South Floridaôs favorite Vandas.  

The Motes Burning Sands is one the ómust haveô Vandas for any collection.   

     This is the time of year that Vandas are coming into their own.  Warm 

days and nights, with ample water should result in many beautiful flowers. 
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Phalaenopsis (Brother Fancy x Auspice Center óSedonaô)  

Yonna Levine brought in this nice complex Phalaenopsis hybrid.   

     The primary species in the background of this Phalaenopsis is Phal. 

lueddemanniana, which contributes to the  heavy substance and bold 

markings on the segments.  Though the predominant species here is few 

flowered, hybridizers have increased the flower count by using other many 

flowered species. 

Oncidiu Taka  

(Onc. Goldianum x Onc. varicosum) 

     Betty Eber brought in this brightly colored Oncidium hybrid.  

With doses of Onc. Sphacelatum and Onc. Varicosum, this 

plant was bred for flower production.  Long, branching inflores-

cences really make this an eye catcher. 

     Oncidium prefer bright indirect light and ample air move-

ment.  Donôt let the roots completely dry out between watering, 

but definitely donôt keep them soggy.    

Rhyncattleanthe (syn. Brassolaeliocattleya) Pat Wood 

óJeanô (Rth. Bouton DôOr x Ctt. Trick or Treat)  

     Both parents in this hybrid have Gur. auran-

tiaca in the background.  Itôs no wonder this 

plant puts out clusters of intensely colorful 

flowers.  As you can see, the plant is a robust 

grower in our climate.  The specimen picture 

shows how floriferous it can be.  This is an-

other one from the Jean Wilson collection.   

Den. loddigesii       

     Den. loddigesii is a member of the Dendrobium group, like many of the 

familiar Spring flowering Dendrobiums, such as anosmum, aphyllum, and 

parishii.  What really separates the loddigesii from the others is the growth 

habit.  Whereas most in the group have long, pendulous canes up to sev-

eral feet in length, the loddigesii is more of a scrambler, with pseudobulbs 

only 3-6 inches that produce many keikis.  It is semi-deciduous in that it 

may or may not lose its leaves, depending on the duration and low tem-

perature in the Winter. 

     Jim and Melana brought in this nice specimen sized loddigesii, something we donôt get to see very 

often in South Florida. 

Ionopsis utriculariodes  

     Betty Eber brought in this cute Ionopsis species, which is a Florida na-

tive.  The species may look delicate, but this is a tough little plant.  It thrives 

in a wide temperature range, which contributes to a geographic distribution 

from Florida, through the Caribbean, Central America, and South America to 

Paraguay.  They are very floriferous and a well grown specimen plant can 

put on a wonderful display, even though the individual flowers are only 1/2 

inch (1.5 cm) in size.   



More Show and Tell Photos from the May Meeting       
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SchomboCat hybrid  

     So what can you learn from an orchid with no name? 

David Foster brought in another orchid that pre-

sents a great learning opportunity.        

     To the right, we see Myrmecophila (syn. 

Schomburgkia) tibicinis, which is grown by many 

South Florida orchid hobbyists.  Notice the 

flower form in the hybrid shared by David.  It is 

very strongly influenced by the tibicinis.  The 

color, however, has little tibicinis influence.  

Color appears to be completely dominated by the other parent. 

     These breeding traits are very common among the Myrmecophila and 

Schomburgkia species; the form dominated by the Myr. or Schom., and 

color dominated by the other Cattleya alliance parent.  So keep your eyes 

out for some eye popping Schombocats in the near future.  Many hybridiz-

ers are dabbling in these exciting new crosses.  

Epc. Frances Dyer (C. bowringiana x Epi. fragrans) 

     A mystery member brought in this beautiful Cattleya hy-

brid.  Both parents are strong growers and very floriferous, 

which has come through strongly in this attractive speci-

men.  Originally created in 1955, some hybrids are remade 

over and over, just because.  Please remember to put your 

name on your Show and Tell sheet! 

From left to right:: 

 Dendrobium christyanum,  

Phalaenopsis braceana,  

Dendrobium disticum 

Cattleya mossiae (óBien Armadaô x óJulieta Bosqueô AM/AOS) 

     This species, shared by Javier Morejon, is the national flower of Vene-

zuela.  It is also one of the foundation species for the classic Cattleya hy-

brids that supported the corsage industry in the 50ôs and 60ôs.   

     We are coming to the close of the Spring flowering period for Cattleya 

mossiae.  This great example of the semi-alba color form shows off the size, 

wide petals and beautiful lip of the species.  These are the characteristics 

that made the species so valuable in Cattleya breeding.  Other color forms 

include lavender (type form), alba, venosa (splash petal) and a coerulea 

(blue).  Javier can be very proud of this one.  

A collection of unusual species shared by Jim and Melana 


