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7:30 pm: General Meeting  

Jim and Melana Davison  

ñCorsage Cattleyas: The Rise and Fall of an Eraò 

     Jim and Melana Davison will be giving a presen-

tation on The Corsage Cattleyas: The Rise and Fall 

of an Era.  Remember when cattleya corsages 

were all the rage? Or maybe you are too young for 

that! They will talk about which orchids were used 

in the cut-flower industry during the ñCorsageò era 

and what happened to that industry.  

     Jim Davison began growing orchids at the age 

of seventeen after he noticed the flowers in his 

neighborôs trees in Los Angeles, CA.  His neighbor 

explained they were orchids, taught him something 

about them, and from then on, Jim was hooked!  

     Melana Davison didnôt re-

ally like orchids until she met 

Jim! She was more of a sweet 

pea type person, but has 

since come to love and appre-

ciate them as much as Jim. 

     When they moved to Flori-

da from San Diego four years 

ago, they shipped out most of 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 their collection 

with them, about 

1500 plants. They 

gave their cym-

bidiums and cool-

er growing plants 

to Jimôs mom who 

cares for them 

now, and they lost 

a couple of hun-

dred plants within 

the first year to the 

hot, hot, and hu-

mid Florida sum-

mers.  

     Their collection now numbers somewhere 

around 3,000 plants of all sizes. All grown in their 

backyard, outside, in shade cloth covered growing 

areas in Homestead. 

     Jim and Melana are both third year AOS stu-

dent judges. Jim works in nuclear for FPL at the 

Turkey Point plant. His orchids are his relaxation 

from a stressful job. He is currently our newly 

elected President. 

     Melana has her own orchid maintenance busi-

ness, The Orchidiva, taking care of personal col-

lections. She is the Past-President of the Orchid 

Society of Coral Gables, now 1st Vice-President, 

Treasure of COS, and Vice-President of the 

South Dade Orchid Society.  

     Donôt miss this bit of orchid history! 
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Other Meetings:  

South Dade Society:    

 Fri, July 8 

AOS Judging at Fairchild:   

 Saturday, July 16 

COS Meeting:   Mon, July 18 

Pan AM Orchid Society:   Tues, July 19 

SFOS Meeting:   Wed, July 20 

East Everglades Meeting:   Tues, July 26 
 

   Upcoming Events: 

July 15-17, Summerfest, StelMar Gardens,  

   Homestead, FL 

July 24, Sunday - COS  Symposium,  

   Fairchild Garden 
 

July 29-31 - !st Annual Cattleya Symposium,  

   Ft. Pierce, FL 

Oct 1-2 - Florida West Coast Orchid Society Show, 

   Clearwater, FL 

Oct 1-2 - South Florida Orchid Show & Speakers Day, 

   Univ. of Miami 

Oct 8-9 - Ft. Pierce Orchid Society Show,  

   Ft. Pierce 

Oct. 21-23 - Orchtoberbest, Deland, FL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
President            Jim Davison 
1st Vice Pres.    Melana Davison 
2nd Vice Pres.     Jill Sidran 
Treasurer            JoAnn Forbes 
Secretary            Jill Koerber 

  
Directors 
      Pat Chen Yin ó12 
      Georgia Bohn ó12 
     Ann Goodman ó13 
 Suzanne Williamson ó12 
        Javier Morejon ó12 
 Linda Matanis ó12 
 Jean Wilson ó12 
 Karina Schmid-Lucioni ó12   
  
 Newsletter Editor - Melana Davison 
          Librarians - Elizabeth Pettit and 
  Eleanor Sanfilippo 
         Photography/Website - Jean Wilson 
 Membership - Pat Chen Yin and  
  Jill Koerber 
 
¶ Orchid related articles and notices for our newsletter are 
welcome. (Deadline  third Monday of the month). The views 
and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
editors and writers and do not reflect OSCG policy or 
endorsement. 
  

 

     The Orchid Society of 

Coral Gables meets the first 

Tuesday of each month in 

the Garden Room of the 

beautiful Fairchild Tropical 

Botanic Garden.  

     Beginnerõs Culture Class starts at 6:45 pm 

and the General Meeting begin at 7:30 pm 

and include excellent speakers, superb silent 

auctions, exciting raffles, sumptuous refresh-

ments, and great camaraderie!  

     Sounds good? Then come and join us for 

an evening of education and fun! Call any of 

the board members listed for more infor-

mation. Weõd love for you to join us and 

learn about the orchids we are all love! 

     Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden is locat-

ed at 10901 Old Cutler Road, Coral  

Gables. See www.fairchildgarden.org for map 

and directions.  

Board of Directors 



A Message from the President  

 

 

Hello fellow OSCG  members, 
 

    I would like to thank you all for electing me your 

president for the next year.  I am honored to serve 

this truly wonderful society.   When so many soci-

eties are struggling, the Orchid Society of Coral 

Cables thrives.  That is a testament to the effort 

all of our members give to making our meetings 

and activities interesting, 

educational, and fun.  I 

want to recognize the board 

members and volunteers 

who dedicate many hours 

of their personal time to 

make OSCG meetings so 

successful.  Like a well-

oiled machine, the OSCG 

rolls.  We will, however, 

strive to improve.     

     As I look out the window, preparing this mes-

sage, it is raining.  Again.  There is no doubt the 

rainy season is upon us.  That means we should 

have all finished our repot-

ting.  Right?  Youôre not 

alone if youôre a little be-

hind.  This reminds me of 

something I read recently.  

All too often, we inspect 

our plants and do nothing 

until we see signs of de-

cline.  Then we jump into 

action.  It happens for 

many orchid ailments, but 

is especially true for repot-

ting.  When we wait until 

we have a problem to take 

action we find ourselves 

committing all of our time to the plants that are 

weak.  We soon find ourselves managers of or-

chid convalescence.  We lose track of the plants 

that are strong.  They donôt get the attention they 

need until they too become ill.  Be conscious of 

this trap and manage your orchid collection rather 

than letting your collection manage you. 

     As an example, see the photos here. This is a 

plant of C. Sir Jeremiah Coleman óBlue Moonô 

HCC/AOS, which I just didnôt get around to hang-

ing.  It is in a basket, but I just set in on the bench 

while I was busy repotting since Melanaôs and my 

last move.  I only had five months to notice the 

growth emerging below the bench.  But no, I did-

nôt notice until it was blooming.  Now the growth 

has hardened off.  How am I going to get it out of 

there now?  Perhaps it will end up as a cutting for 

the silent auction table. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     So be good managers of your collection during 

this rainy season.  Ensure your plants are getting 

plenty of air movement.  Check your plants 

for spacing; crowded plants are more sus-

ceptible to fungal and bacterial rots.  Make 

sure your plants are high off the ground 

away from soil borne pathogens.  And sup-

plement air movement with outdoor fans if 

that is whatôs need to keep the air moving 

over your plants. 

     In closing, I want to thank you again for 

letting me be your president.  I have a good 

team and much has already been done to 

ensure a smooth ride for my term.  Of 

course, this is largely due to the work from 

Melana Davison, our outgoing two term 

president.  She deserves the credit.  We all 

know how much energy and excitement she 

brings to our society.  Sheôs no longer president, 

but donôt worry.  Sheôs now the first lady.  Iôll bring 

her along. 

  Thank you, 

    Jim Davison   
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 Beginnerôs Culture Class, 6:45 pm  

   Bifoliate Cattleya Culture 

     The Beginnerôs Culture Class this month will focus on Bifoliate Cattleya Culture. 

Many of the bifoliate Cattleyas are blooming now. This discussion will review cen-

tral elements of growing these beautiful orchids. 

     Jim will also help you with any questions on any of your plants too. The Begin-

nerôs Culture Class begins  at 6:45 pm.  Because of the nature of the meeting this month, the Beginnerôs Cul-

ture Class will meet in the far corner where the library usually is. And as usual, for those not in the class, 

please remember to keep the noise at a minimum until the class is over. Thank you. 

     It was April 30th at The Kampong (David Fairchildôs Home) 
in the afternoon.  A wonderful event took place - Roger Ham-

mer and Michelle Briois became man and wife!  

     The beautiful ceremony was witnessed by only a select few 

that could attend.  The couple was limited to only 20 

guests...so it was mostly family.  They wrote the entire cere-

mony themselves and it was officiated by their famous neigh-

bor John Ogden.  

     We all know Michelle as a long-time OSCG member, an essential part of our auction help, and, the 

person in the back of each meeting helping Norbert keep the Silent Auction from becoming a free for 

all! Of course, she has been a great asset through the years in many other areas too.  

     Roger is well-known to most of South Florida as a naturalist, botanist,  photographer, and author. 

He has spoken to ours and many other orchid societies many times about Florida native orchids.  

    The tree directly behind the couple (Ficus subcordata) has the tradition that any couple married 

under this tree are married for life.  No one has ever divorced who was married here.  Roger and 

Michelle do not plant on breaking that tradition!  

Congratulations from all of us at OSCG! 

Congratulations,  

  Michelle Briois and              

 Roger Hammer!  

     Our best wishes to you both! 



Photos from the June Auction  
     Photos by Jean Wilson 
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Everyone checking out the plants before the auction! 

Jill Koerber getting the box 

numbers ready for the auction 

buyers. 

Grabbing a snack at our 

wonderful hospitality table 

before the auction begins. 

Some of the great plants we 

had to auction! 
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Full house! 

Our auctioneer, Lou Lodyga, did a fantastic 

job, as he always does! Thank You, Lou! 

Georgia Bohn, Linda 

Matanis, and Suzanne 

Williamson kept 

track of all the bids 

and plate numbers. 

I want 

that plant! 


