
Orchid Society of  

Coral Gables March2010 

Tuesday,  March 2, 2010 Meeting  

7:30 pm: General Meeting  

Chuck McCartney,  Author and former  

Editor of the AOS Magazine, Orchids 

"The Big 20: South Floridaôs Most Beautiful  

and Interesting Orchids"  

     We are honored this month to have as our speaker a lifelong 

South Florida native with a reputation for his excellent writing 

skills. Please welcome Chuck McCartney as he speaks to our 

society on Floridaôs Native Orchids.  

    A fourth-generation South Floridian, Chuck was raised in 

Homestead, where his family grew up with three generations of 

the orchid-growing Fuchs family. Orchids - including several of 

our native species - are the first flowers he remembers as a child, and he has been 

fascinated with them ever since. 

     Chuck graduated from Florida State University in 1969 with a bachelorôs degree in 

English education. He taught English at Miami Central High School for two years be-

fore joining the South Dade News Leader in Homestead as a staff writer covering 

such subjects as religion, history, agriculture, and the environ-

ment. In 1976, he moved to Broward County, where he first 

served as copy editor and garden editor for The Sun-Tattler, the 

Scripps-Howard daily newspaper in Hollywood. He later was 

named the paperôs entertainment editor, and in that position, he 

reviewed films and stage plays and interviewed celebrities. 

     In 1984, Chuck joined the staff of the American Orchid Soci-

ety as assistant editor of the societyôs publications when the or-

ganization moved its national headquarters to West Palm 

Beach. He eventually became editor of the AOS Bulletin and the 

Awards Quarterly, where his journalistic skills and knowledge of or-

chids helped to improve the look and contents of those publications. 

     For nearly 19 years, Chuck worked as a copy editor with the Bro-

ward Edition of The Miami Herald until his position fell victim to the 

budget ax in April of 2009 as newspapers around the county contin-

ued to downsize. 

Meeting Topic 1, 5 

Holiday Plant Rules 2 

Board Members 2 

Other Society Dates 2 

Presidentôs Message 3 

Beginnerôs Culture Class 3 

Harry Phillipôs Talk 4 

In Memoriam - Jorge 5 

OSCG Show Info 6-7 

Hospitality Corner 8 

Member Recipes 8 

Membership Renewal 9 

New Members 10 

Getting to Know You 11 

Show and Tell 12-13 

AOS Tip 14 

AOS Monthly Checklist 15 

Upcoming Events/Ads 16-17 

Next Monthôs Program 18 

Inside this issue:  

(Continued on page 5) 
Spiranthes vernalis 



 

PAGE 2 ORCHID SOCIETY OF CORAL GABLES MARCH 2010 

Orchid Society of Coral Gables  
Board Members  

 

¶ President            Melana Davison 

¶ 1st Vice Pres.   Jim Davison 

¶ 2nd Vice Pres.    Jill Sidran 

¶ Treasurer            JoAnn Forbes 

¶ Secretary            Jean Wilson 

¶ Imm. Past President     Karl Kremser  

¶ Directors 
      Pat Chen Yin ó10ô 
      Georgia Bohn ó10ô 
     Ann Goodman ó11ô 
 Jill Koerber ó12ô 
            Suzanne Williamson ó12ô 
            Norberto Fernandez ó10ô 
 Eleanor Sanfilippo ó10ô 
 Javier Morejon ó10ô 
 
            Newsletter Editor - Melana Davison 
            Librarians - Marion Beveridge and  
  Elizabeth Pettit 
 Photography - Jean Wilson 
 Membership - Pat Chen Yin and  
  Jill Koerber 
 
Orchid related articles and notices for our newsletter are welcome. 
(Deadline  third Monday of the month). The views and opinions 
expressed in this newsletter are those of the editors and writers 
and do not reflect OSCG policy or endorsement. 

     The Orchid Society of 

Coral Gables meets the first 

Tuesday of each month in 

the Garden Room of the 

beautiful Fairchild Tropical 

Botanic Garden.  

     Beginnerõs Culture Class starts at 6:45 pm 

and the General Meeting begin at 7:30 pm 

and include excellent speakers, superb silent 

auctions, exciting raffles, sumptuous refresh-

ments, and great camaraderie!  

     Sounds good? Then come and join us for 

an evening of education and fun! Call any of 

the board members listed for more informa-

tion. Weõd love for you to join us and learn 

about the orchids we are all love! 

     Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden is lo-

cated at 10901 Old Cutler Road, Coral  

Gables. See www.fairchildgarden.org for map 

and directions.  

Other Meetings:  

South Dade Society:   Fri, March 5  

AOS Judging at Fairchild:   Saturday, March 20  

COS Meeting:   Mon, March 15  

Pan AM Orchid Society:   Tues, March 16  

SFOS Meeting:   Wed, March 17  

East Everglades Meeting:   Tues, March 30  

   Upcoming Events:  
 

 Miami International Orchid Show  

  - Fri, Sat, & Sunday, Feb 26 - 28 

OSCG Orchid Show, Fairchild  

  - Fri, Sat, & Sunday, March 12 - 14 

Naples Orchid Society Show  

  - Fri, Sat, & Sunday, March 19 - 21 

Reminder: 

If you have an address change, phone number 

change, or if you change your email address, 

please notify our Membership Chairperson, Pat 

Chen Yin  at the next meeting. Or you can email 

her at bopsiecy@aol.com 

Important! New Requirements for  

Holiday Party Plant! 
 

    Reminder, a new two-part requirement was 

passed regarding receiving the Holiday Party Plant. To be eligible 

for the plant, a member must: 
 

 A) attend at least one (1) meeting per year, 

other than  the actual Holiday Party.  This means attend 

a meeting between January and November;  

  and 
 

 B) bring food to at least one (1) meeting.  Make 

sure you sign the list in the kitchen to get credit for 

your food donation.  

     Both parts of this new requirement must be met in order to 

receive a plant at the Holiday Party. This new prerequisite will not 

really affect most of our members because they already fulfill 

these rules. However, there are a few members who need to take 

note and act accordingly if they want a plant at Holiday time. 

    All members who brought food in January and February have 

met their requirement for this year. For everyone else, please 

make sure that sometime this year, Jan - Nov, you attend a meet-

ing and bring a dish for the refreshment table! 



A Message from the President 
Hello, Dear Members! 

     I hope that everyone is doing well and treating your orchids good! Iõm writing from 

California where I am taking care of my Mother-in-law after hip replacement surgery. 

As I said at the last meeting, I will not be at this meeting but it will be in the good hands 

of our two Vice-Presidents, Jill Sidran and Jim Davison. 

     This is show season for orchid lovers. Hopefully you got to go to the Miami Interna-

tional Show this weekend. If not, itõs ok, thereõs another show coming upñOURS! 

 MARK YOUR CALENDARS! The Fairchildõs 8th Annual International Orchid Festival will be on March 

12 - March 14, featuring OUR SHOW! So, you know what that means - we need your blooming orchids! 

Whether you have one orchid in bloom, or fifty, we need what you can bring us. Setup for our show is 

Wednesday, March 10, with judging on March 11. See pages  6 and 7 for more details, but of course we always 

need help. Either by bringing plants for the display, helping with the display, or helping the membership booth 

and raffle tables during the show. There is always something for everyone to do! 

     I will be returning on March 9th just in time to put in the exhibit on the 10th. Please bring your plants to 

the Garden Room (where we hold our meetings) before noon if possible on the 10th. As usual, please make a 

list of the plants you bring so we can make sure we keep good track of all plants. Remember, even if you only 

have one plant in bloom, we can use it in the display! This winter has played havoc on all of our collections, 

and we donõt have the luxury of an excess of orchids - bring them in on March 10th! 

     On a sadder note, we mourn the passing of our good friend and orchid buddy, Jorge Leno. He was a per-

manent fixture in our society and a founding member. His good natured spirit and easy going behavior was 

seen throughout the societies to which he belonged. Our raffle table will not be the same without him.  

     This month, our raffle proceeds will go to a memorial to Jorge. We donõt know yet if it will be given to a 

favorite charity, or for something like a memorial bench on the grounds of the Fairchild. Jorgeõs companion in 

life, Maggie, will let us know what Jorge would have liked, and we will do that in his honor. So please, in mem-

ory of Jorge, be generous at our raffle table this month. We will announce what was decided next month. 

     Donõt forget, Beginnerõs class at 6:45, bring in items for Silent Auction table, and also show off what you do 

have in bloom at Show and Tell. Have a great meeting, and I hope to see all of you at the show! 

          Melana Davison 
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 Beginnerôs Culture Class, 6:45 pm  

Zygo...what?  Zygopetalums!  

     The Beginnerôs Culture Class this month will focus on an unusual group 

of orchids that grow well outside here in South Florida and are reliable 

bloomers. Some can have unique shapes, and others can have an intoxi-

cating fragrance. Jim Davison will provide culture tips and how to grow 

and bloom these relatively long-lasting orchids on your own. 

     Jim will also help you with any questions on any of your plants too. The 

Beginnerôs Culture Class begins  at 6:45 pm. Bring your questions, pic-

tures, even your plant and learn more about the interesting Zygopetalum 

group. 

     And as usual, for those not in the class, please remember to keep the 

noise at a minimum until the class is over. Thank you. 
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 Donôt forget 
Logo Contest 

COS auction 

 

 

      Harry spoke about how precocious his brother Andy was in falling in love with Orchids at an early age 

and learning how to grow them mounted from observing how they grew in nature. He emphasized that there 

is not one correct way to grow orchids. We must each become masters of our own growing conditions. If you 

pay close attention to your plants you will see whether they are doing well or not. Your growing area will 

have different conditions and if the plant is not happy moving it may help. 

Cultural Advice     Air movement is critical for most orchids, with the exception of our native Ghost Orchid 

which seems to do fine with stagnant air. 

     Water quality is of the utmost importance. Harry points out that whatever your environ-

ment, it is very difficult to overwater a plant that is on a mount. If the orchid has a water 

storage system (cane or pseudobulb), make sure that at least the newest one is full and fat. 

You can see from the wrinkles in the bulbs or canes if the plants are starting to get dehy-

drated and in advanced cases, even the leaves shrivel. Harry pointed out that you can wa-

ter your plants every day and not water enough. What is important is the length of time the 

roots stay wet, and that they get wet enough to actively transport water to the rest of the 

plant. Dry roots are white, wet ones are green. 

     Harry advised watering at night if the temperature is going to be 55 degrees or above 

and you are growing outside or have good air circulation. That way they stay wet longer. I 

think that may be good advice in California where you have 20% humidity in the air, but 

in Miami especially in the summer with 85% humidity, would be an invitation to fungus. 

      Harry is an advocate of hand watering, so you are regularly inspecting your plants. He recommends us-

ing a 4 gallon per minute óFoggitô nozzle which gives you a good coarse spray. His other favorite nozzle is an 

orange colored óDramô metal nozzle. Itôs flat spray surface pops out to make a wide spray and pops in 

(concave) to make a narrow spray. He uses these with a hand made watering wand made of PVC with an 

on/off valve. 

Mounting     What makes a good mount? A good hardwood, the harder the better. Of 

our local woods, he does not recommend oak, but does recommend buttonwood 

and melaleuka, which he says orchids really like. Tree fern is becoming endangered 

and he prefers to avoid it for that reason. They are getting away from using cork be-

cause of the many crevasses that critters can hide in. He likes using pieces of cedar 

slabs. Harry didnôt mention it but Iôve been told before to avoid using cedar that has 

been treated with preservatives. He said that you can also use an upside down pot. 

They are now using plastic baskets rather than wood baskets. 

Media          There are two types of moss, sphagnum and green 

sheet moss. He said that New Zealand sphagnum is the only kind 

to use, and the three star is what he would recommend. The 5 star 

has the longest strands but is not really necessary and is much 

more expensive. Donôt handle sphagnum unless it is wet, and wear 

a respirator because it is possible to get lung diseases from spores 

in the sphagnum. Sphagnum holds more 

moisture than green moss, and the coarse 

green moss wicks the water away from the 

plant too fast and is not recommended. He 

doesnôt think that Phales like their roots 

stuffed in sphagnum the way most people 

grow them. He recommends mounting them         

            on melaleuka with the leaves hanging down. 

 

Use a light meter to see if 

your plants are getting the 

correct amount of light. They 

cost about $30. 

Summary of the February Speaker:  Harry Phillips of Andyõs Orchids, ôOrchids on a Stickõ  

        By Jean Wilson   

Use 12# test fishing line to 

fasten the orchid onto the 

mount or the tree. 
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In Memoriam 

      

     Chuck has written extensively about orchids for 

such publications as the AOS Bulletin (now Orchids), 

The Florida Orchidist, The Orchid Digest, Englandôs 

Orchid Review, the Fairchild Tropical Garden Bulletin, 

and The Palmetto, the magazine of the Florida Native 

Plant Society. 

     His most recent piece was a sidebar in the January 

issue of Orchids about Floridaôs native Galeandra. 

     Chuckôs special interest is the native orchids of 

southern Florida. For 30 years, he has followed in the 

footsteps of Dr. Carlyle A. Luer, author of The Native 

Orchids of Florida, exploring the pinelands, hammocks, 

swamps and mangrove forests of the Keys, Everglades 

National Park and the Big Cypress Swamp in search of 

our native orchids. He has found and photographed 

most of the 60 species reported to be native to this end 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

     We are deeply saddened to announce the death of one of our great orchid friends and 

founding member of our society. Jorge Leno, who we all know as our raffle person, 

passed away recently from cancer. 

     Jorge was a soft-spoken man, full of his love of orchids and his love of the societies 

he belonged to. Originally from Cuba, Jorge was always a gentleman, kind, and consid-

erate. Even though he never signed up for food, he always brought in 3 pizzas a month 

to society meetings.  

Besides belonging to OSCG, 

Jorge had been an active member 

of South Dade Amateur Orchid 

Society for 35 years and was also 

a member and raffle person for 

COS. 

     He had a passion for equitant 

oncidiums and had done some 

hybridizing with them. He had one 

AOS Award, for a Den. pierardii 

that was in the Miami show in 

1982. He said it was so big, he 

had to take it in in a truck! It had 

950 flowers. 

     Jorge loved his motorcycle and 

riding on roadtrips with his friends. 

And his greatest passion was his 

soulmate, Maggie, to whom we all send our deepest sympathies and 

thoughts and prayers.  

     Jorge was a one-of-a-kind guy, and he will truly be missed by all of us. Please extend your generosity this 

month at the raffle table in memory of Jorge. All proceeds from this monthôs raffle will be going to a memorial 

in Jorgeôs honor. Rest in peace, good friend. 

of the state. 

     Chuck also has studied orchids and other wild-

flowers in the mountains of western North Carolina, 

where he owns a small summer cabin. He also has 

written about the orchids of that region. 

     In addition to his magazine articles, Chuck speaks 

frequently to orchid societies, garden clubs, native 

plant societies, and natural history groups about the 

orchids and other wildflowers of South Florida and 

the Southern Appalachians, illustrating these pro-

grams with his color slides. 

     Chuck has been a member of the American Or-

chid Society since 1976 and is a longtime member of 

the Florida Native Plant Society. 

     This presentation on Florida natives will be excit-

ing and one you donôt want to miss! 
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    To all members, 
  

     This is the time of year we need to prepare for our Annual Show, which is an integral part of the Fairchild Inter-

national Orchid Festival.  
  

     As the show chairperson, I would like to thank all of the people who sponsored our trophies. The classes and 

sponsors are shown on the next page.  
  

     Each and all of the awards are available to members who exhibit plants either as part of the society exhibit or 

individually.  Everyoneôs plants will also be eligible for ribbon awards. Donôt hesitate to enter your plants - you may 

be pleasantly surprised with a ribbon or trophy. 
  

     Bring your plants for entry on Wednesday, March 10 , before noon. More times and information will be avail-

able at the March meeting. Judging will be on Thursday morning, the 11th.  
  

    The show is one of our most important fund -raising events . In addition, we enroll many new members 

at this show. I cannot express the importance of making this show successful. And we need all your help to do it.

Orchid Talks at the Festival  

Friday, March 13 

       1 pm -       Jill Sidran, ñ Intro to Orchid Cultureò 

       2 pm -       Ernie Barham,  ñIntro to Orchid Cultureò 
  

 Saturday, March 14 

     11 am -      Betty Eber,  ñIntro to Orchid Cultureò 

  12 noon -      Jim Davison,  ñIntro to Orchid Cultureò 

      1 pm -       Alex Lamazares,  ñRepotting, Orchid Careò 

  2:30 pm -      Mirta Heineman, ñCultivo de Orquideasò 
  

 Sunday, March 15 

   11am -        Martin Motes, PhD,  ñ Intro To Orchid Cultureò  

12 noon -       Georgia Tasker, ñGeneral and Little Known               

        Tips for Orchidsò      

    1 pm -        Robert McMillan PhD, ñOrchid Diseases  

        and their Controlò 

     2 pm -       Ruben Sauleda, PhD,  ñCultivo de Orquideasò 

We need volunteers to help with these  

show tasks: 
 

¶¶ setup on Wednesday, the 10th; 
 

¶¶ help with judges luncheon and show 

opening on Thursday, March 11th; 
 

¶¶ sell raffle tickets; 
 

¶¶ help with new membership signups; 
 

¶¶ And other miscellaneous duties. 
  

Volunteer sign-ups, contacts, and additional 

information will be discussed at the March 

meeting. Now is the time to step up and 

help your society. We need everyone to 

pitch in for something! 

 

   Jill Sidran  
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ORCHID SOCIETY OF CORAL GABLES    
ANNUAL ORCHID SHOW  

                        

      All individual plants and exhibits to be judged by A.O.S. judges for awards, no 

entry is needed unless otherwise stated. 

     The American Orchid Society Show Trophy, sponsored by the Orchid Society of 

Coral Gables, may be awarded for the most meritorious exhibit of orchids of 25 

square feet or more, regardless of class. 
  

     EXHIBITS       Trophies    Sponsors 

1. Orchid Societies   First place   Dr. Sam & Polly Carico                       

    A. Table Top - Open  First place    Dr. Matt Snow  

     Second place   Georgia Bohn 

     Third place   Drs. Jill & Phil Sidran  

    B. Table Top - Societies 

          I  One table   First Place   JoAnn Forbes 

          II Two tables   First Place   Jim & Melana Davison    
                 
 TROPHIES FOR PLANTS 
 
     Trophies for Cattleyas may include C.,Lc.,Bc.,Blc.,Slc.,Pot.,etc, species or hybrids, V through IX, but not  
Epidendrum/Encyclia or Broughtonia. 
  
Class                       Trophy        Sponsors 
  

V  Best in Show Lavender Cattleya Anita & Joe Hoffman 

VI   Best in Show White Cattleya Janice Goodman  

VII  Best in Show White with colored Lip Cattleya Marie Brown 

VIII Best in Show Yellow Cattleya Gartek Eng. Corp. 

IX   Best in Show Other Color, Cattleya In Memory of Lizette Chong 

X    Best in Show Epidendrum/Encyclia,species or hybrid Eleanor Sanfillipo 

XI  Best in Show Broughtonia,species or hybrid Richard Fulford 

XII  Best in Show Dendrobium,species or hybrid Josh Sirkin  

XIII Best in Show Oncidium Alliance,species or hybrid Josh Sirkin 

XIV Best in Show White Phalaenopsis/Doritaenopsis,species or hybrid Betty Eber 

XV  Best in Show Pink Phalaenopsis/Doritaenopsis,species or hybrid Mirta Russis-

Heineman  

XVI Best in Show other color Phalaenopsis/Doritaenopsis, species or hybrids Motes Orchids 

XVII      Best in Show Vanda,species or hybrid          Motes Orchids  

XVIII     Best in Show Ascocenda         Suzanne Williamson   

XVIX     Best in Show Sarcanthinae, other than above       Ann Goodman                           

XX        Best in Show Paphiopedilum Alliance,species or hybrid         Larry Cox & Ernie Barham 

XXI       Best in Show Cymbidium            Norbert Fernandez 

XXII      Best Florida Native in Show      Jean Wilson 

XXIII     Best Specimen Plant in Show  Javier Morejon   

XXIV     Best of Cattleya Alliance in  the OSCG exhibit  Yonna Levine 

XXV      Best of Vandaceous Alliance in the OSCG exhibit  Eber Capital Management 

XXVI     Best in Show Species other than above                  Coalition for Orchid Species 

XXVII    Best in Show Seedling , Blooming for the first time 

                                             classes 40,58,95,120,147,151,162,172      Motes Orchids  

Thank you to all of our sponsors for supporting our Show! 

Best in 
Show 
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Hospitality Corner 
          This monthôs dinner theme is St. Patrickôs 

Dear Membership, 

     Marie and I wish to thank you all of you so much for your overwhelming support at the 

February meeting, we had 23 member's bring in food items..... That was Amazing!!!! 

     The March meeting the theme is, of course, St. Patrick's Day.  We currently have 

10 members signed up for food items and we will need double that considering we had 

over 110 in attendance at the last meeting. 

     The following items would be great: fruit trays, cheese trays or veggie trays.. any type of hot or cold pasta, 

rice or potato dishes...Bottled tea's  or soda is good and then of course anything sweet and yummy for desert. 

     Thank you in advance for your continued help.. Marie and I appreciate it.  Please contact me if you have 

any questions at sgw@kubickidraper.com or 305-982-6645. 
 

    Suzanne Williamson and Marie Brown 

    Co-Hospitality Chairpersons 

 

Editorôs note: Suzanne gave me the list of last monthôs food donors, but I failed to take it with me to California. 

So, thank you to all who brought food, and your name will be printed in next monthôs newsletter! Sorry! 

          Melana 

 

From the Membership Chair! 

     Itõs that time of year again! Time to renew your 

membership to the Orchid Society of Coral Gables! 

     I know that some things may seem redundant, 

especially to those of you who have been members 

for a long time, but it is important that we make 

sure we have the correct information for every-

one.   

          Print out your renewal form on the next page, 

fill it out, and bring it to the meeting with your re-

newal fees. Please make sure it is legible, especially 

your email address. 

 

   Thank you, and Iõll see you at the meeting! 

  

    

  Pat Chen Yin 

    Membership Chairperson 
  

Request Member Recipe -  

Almond Cake by Sigrid McNeil 
     At our January meeting, Siggi (Sigrid) brought in a cake 

that everyone raved about and requested the recipe for. 

She was kind enough to pass it along to us. Here is the 

recipe for Almond Cake:  

1 1/3 cups flour 

1 tsp baking powder 

1 cup sugar 

3 eggs 

9 oz heavy cream  
 

Mix flour with baking powder. Mix in eggs and sugar. Add 

the heavy cream and mix well.  

Butter and flour a large cookie sheet. Spread dough out 

evenly and bake for 10 minutes at 325 degrees.  
 

Topping: 1 3/4 sticks butter  

   1 cup sugar 

   6 tbsp cream 

              1 1/3 cups almonds (sliced) 

Warm the butter till runny and mix with the rest of the 

ingredients.  Spread on top of cake and bake for additional 

15 minutes.  

(Siggi says: I use only sugar in the raw, it it healthier and 

gives it a better flavor!) Thanks, Siggi!  

mailto:sgw@kubickidraper.com
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DATE:___________________    Membership No.______________    

 

NAME:___________________________________________________________________ 

  

ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________ 

  

________________________________________Zip Code________________________ 

  

PHONE:(Home)_______________________(other)_____________________________ 

                                                                                        

Email: (Important!)____________________________________________________________ 

 

PRINT CLEARLY: 

Birthday:__________________________(month/date) 
 

Business name_________________________ Occupation_________________ 
 

American Orchid Society member?________   Expiration date:_________   

 

I would like to become involved and assist with the following: (Please check at 

least one.)  

 
Phone Committee           Refreshments              Newsletter   

  

Orchid Shows (2 per year)        Auction        Public Relations  

  

Library                                  Welcoming Committee           Membership Committee       
  

Other ______________________________________________________________________ 
  

Do you consider yourself a beginning, intermediate or advanced orchid grower (circle one)  

Have you taken any orchid culture classes?____ Where_________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Do you have any feedback on club programs from this year or any ideas for programs you would like to 

have for next year? email a board member or Jean at jpwils@aol.com  

 
(Dues are:  $20  single membership / $30 couple - same household)  

 

**MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE FIRST TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 7:30 PM IN THE 

GARDEN ROOM AT FAIRCHILD TROPICAL GARDENS, SOUTH ENTRANCE ** 

Orchid Society of Coral Gable Membership/Renewal Application 



We Had 19 New 

Members Last 

Month! 
     How wonderful is that! While other socie-

ties are struggling, we are growing by leaps 

and bounds! 

Welcome to our  

New Members!! 

Luis de La Vega 

Natalia Sturla  

 Ana Soler 

 Olga M. Cabu 

 Diana Morrell 

Priscilla Vargas 

Howard Hochman 

Helen Kramer 

Judy Orr 

Diane Hindle 

William Capps 

Clara Bofill 

Gloria Quero 

Peter and Whitney Gettinger 

Angela Evans 

Wanda Cardani 

James and Nicole Woodard 

 

We are so glad you joined us! 

 

Some of our new members! 
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Getting to Know You...Suzanne Williamson 

     This month our ñGetting to Know Youò focuses on our Hospitality Co-

Chairman, Suzanne Williamson. Suzanne took over the position after Melana 

became President and is doing an excellent job! 

     Suzanne has always had an affection for orchids. She originally became a 

member of the OSCG in 1990 and received a OSCG first place ribbon in 1991 

for a beautiful Cattleya which produced big, bold green flowers with frilly edges 

and at night would flood the air with the most beautiful scent she said you could 

almost taste.  

     Over the next few years back then, Suzanneôs career and life moved forward 

at a fast pace and orchid growing was put on the back burner. She passed on 

her small collection to fellow grower's and family.  But she did manage to raise 

her prize winning orchid for many years after that until one day a nasty disease 

took it's life.  

     Two years ago Suzanne and David went to the OSCG Fairchild Show and plunked down $5 for a raffle 

ticket. Low and behold and much to her surprise, a lovely woman (Betty Eber) walked through the garden 

calling out her name and she and David became parents of 25 orchids.  Which as you can see in the picture 

were large enough that they had to go home in a Jeep with the top down.   

     Her win forced her to take a crash course in growing and she rejoined the 

OSCG.  At her first meeting, she was happy to see some of the faces from long 

ago and as she reacquainted herself - it was as if no time had passed! Every-

body was milling about, trading growing stories and tricks of the trade, just like 

when she first joined. 

     The ñDavidò in this story is the love of her life. He on that lovely Sunday after-

noon became a parent and member too ... and despite his large 6'4" sometimes 

menacing appearance, he has become more of a grower than her. He has taken 

over the task of growing their Vandas (because according to him , Suzanne 

doesn't do it right!)  She, on the other hand, grows the rest.  They have separate 

growing styles and areas.... his is like the perfect Disney movie.. they get wa-

tered twice a day, they get fed weekly, they 

get worried on constantly. Suzanneôs style, according to her, is kind of 

like conditions on Mars.... not enough water,  barely any nutrients and 

she may walk by them once a week and say ñHi, who's blooming?ò  She 

gives a further example of him being a better parent: during this most 

recent cold snap his orchids all got moved into the garage with a heater. 

He then would sit in the garage with the TV on and run the heater for 

them a few hours each night. Suzanne, on the other hand, moved into 

the house maybe a dozen and the rest got sheets tossed on them in the 

cold tundra of the back yard. Suzanne states that David was horrified by 

her lack of action but she is happy to report all survived with only a few bumps and bruises.  

     Growing orchids has become a great hobby again for Suzanne and allows her and David to spend more 

time together. Mostly, though, it gives them a lot of good material to tease each other about. What ever they 

use their orchids for, we are glad to have both Suzanne and David with us! 
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Blc. Haleahi Sunbow x Blc. Richard Mueller, 

brought in by Jean Wilson Paph. Temptation owned by Linda Curle 

Paph. Vanguard brought in by Javier Morejon 

A beautiful Rhyncostylis gigantean var. alba owned by Norbert Fernandez 
Paph. Mem. Larry Heuer, another owned by Javier 

Norbert Fernandez was the well-deserved recipient of both the First 

Place and the AOS Award for the OSCG display at the  

Tamiami Show. 

Show and Tell and Other Photos from the February Meeting     
           Photos by Jean Wilson 



Blc Rustic Spots brought in by Dominic Vallejo  
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�/�L�Q�G�D���&�X�U�O�H�·�V���J�R�U�J�H�R�X�V�� 

Enc. Rioclarense 

�-�D�Y�L�H�U�·�V���3�D�S�K�����6�W�����6�Z�L�W�K�L�Q 

Blc. Three Suns, brought in by Dominic Vallejo 

�3�D�S�K�����*�R�O�G�R�O�O�D�U�����D�Q�G���\�H�W���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���R�I���-�D�Y�L�H�U�·�V���3�D�S�K�V�� 

�-�L�P���D�Q�G���0�H�O�D�Q�D�·�V���7�X�E�H�U�R�O�X�E�L�X�P���N�R�W�R�H�Q�V�H 

Melana and Harry Phillips pose for a picture at the last meeting. 


