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Orchid Society of  

 Coral Gables  
Tuesday,  November 2, 2010 Meeting  

7:30 pm: General Meeting  

Jeff Adkins,  Adkins Orchids, AOS Judge  

ñBuilding a Quality Collectionò 

    Our speaker this month is not 

only known in South and Central 

Florida for his beautiful orchids and 

his skill as an AOS Judge, but many 

of us know him for his excellent skill 

at building orchid greenhouses. We 

welcome Jeff Adkins, of Adkins Or-

chids, Ft. Lauderdale. He will be 

speaking to us on how to build a 

good, quality orchid collection. 

     If you havenôt ever heard Jeff be-

fore, he is a very entertaining 

speaker. This will be one of those 

very fun presentations! 

     Jeff is actually a third generation 

orchid grower. His mother and 

grandmother both grew exceptional 

orchids and orchids were always 

present in his life.  

     He began his professional career 

in orchids by working for the famous 

Jones and Scully Nursery here in 

Miami. In fact, he put together the Jones 

and Scully display at the 11th World Orchid 

Conference that was held here in 1984.  

       After Jones and Scully went out of busi-

ness, he continued his work with orchids by 

starting his own business, Adkins Orchids. 

During this time he also became an AOS 

Judge, and has now been a grower and 

judge for over 30 years. 

     Another area of expertise for Jeff is car-

pentry. Jeff is a master carpenter and he 

engineers superior shade structures and 

custom greenhouses for orchids and other 

plants. His greenhouses, which he calls Or-

chid Habitats, are well-know for their supe-

rior strength and durability, and are a beau-

tiful addition to anyoneôs growing area.  

     Adkins Orchids specializes in the big, 

showy types of Cattleyas, Vanda and Den-

drobiums. We are very fortunate this month 

to have him supplying our raffle table - what 

beauties we will see! He will also be bring-

ing additional plants for sale, so donôt forget 

your wallets and checkbooks! Come and 

learn what makes a quality collection! 
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Orchid related articles and notices for our newsletter are welcome. 
(Deadline  third Monday of the month). The views and opinions 
expressed in this newsletter are those of the editors and writers 
and do not reflect OSCG policy or endorsement. 

     The Orchid Society of 

Coral Gables meets the first 

Tuesday of each month in 

the Garden Room of the 

beautiful Fairchild Tropical 

Botanic Garden.  

     Beginnerõs Culture Class starts at 6:45 pm 

and the General Meeting begin at 7:30 pm 

and include excellent speakers, superb silent 

auctions, exciting raffles, sumptuous refresh-

ments, and great camaraderie!  

     Sounds good? Then come and join us for 

an evening of education and fun! Call any of 

the board members listed for more informa-

tion. Weõd love for you to join us and learn 

about the orchids we are all love! 

     Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden is lo-

cated at 10901 Old Cutler Road, Coral  

Gables. See www.fairchildgarden.org for map 

and directions.  

Other Meetings:  

South Dade Society:    

        Friday, Nov 5  
 

COS/PanAm Combined 

 Meeting at Rf Orchids: Saturday, Nov. 14  

SFOS Meeting:   Wed, Nov 17  

AOS Judging at Fairchild:   Saturday, Nov 20  

East Everglades Meeting:   Tues, Nov 23  

 

   Upcoming Events:  

Gold Coast Orchid Society Judging Symposium,  

 Miami Beach - Nov 6 

AOS Show, Headquarters, Delray Beach - Nov 19-21 

Sarasota Orchid Show - Jan 8-9 

Ft. Lauderdale Orchid Society Show - Jan 14-16 

2011 Tamiami International Orchid Festival - Jan 29-30 

Venice Area Orchid Show, Sarasota - Feb 5-6 

Boca Raton Orchid Society Show - Feb 12-13 

Tampa Bay Orchid Show - March 4 -6 

OSCG Show/Fairchild Orchid Festival - March 11 -13 
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Reminder!  

New Requirements for  

Holiday Party Plant! 
  

    Reminder, this is your last month to 

fulfill the new Holiday Party Plant   

requirement. If you havenõt come to a meeting or if you havenõt 

brought food for our refreshment table youõve got this meeting left 

to do so to get your plant!  In order to receive one of our beautiful 

Holiday Plants, you must: 
  

 A) attend at least one (1) meeting per year, 

other than  the actual Holiday Party.  This means attend 

a meeting between January and November;  
 

  and 
  

 B) bring food to at least one (1) meeting.  Make 

sure you sign the list in the kitchen to get credit for 

your food donation.  

      

November is our Thanksgiving Dinner month, so if you havenõt 

already done so, this is a great time to come to a meeting and 

bring food! 



A Message from the President 

 Beginnerôs Culture Class, 6:45 pm  

Getting your Orchids Ready for the Florida Winter  
      

      Jim Davison is back from his stint working nights and is ready to help you get ready for the winter! Hopefully 

we wonõt have a winter like last year, but nevertheless, there are things we still need to do differently 

after one Hurricane Season ends and the next one starts! The shortening day length and cooler nights 

signal the start of changes in your orchids and in how you care for them. 
      

     The Beginnerõs Culture Class begins at 6:45 pm., in the back corner. If you are not in the class, please 

remember to keep your voices soft  minimize distractions until the class is over. Thank you. 
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Cold damage 

 

Hello, Dear Members! 

       Boy, am I enjoying these cooler days! Canõt say the mosquitoes have let up though. We have a lot 

down here so close to the Everglades where I live. But, Iõve learned to love the feel and sometimes 

taste of DEET! 

      As Jim will be teaching at the Beginnerõs Class this month, now is the time to start preparing for 

the Fall and Winter season in your orchid collection. Lots of things to do, but the weather should be 

getting easier for you to make the preparations. Learn from last year - we never now when a cold spell will come, and we 

need to know what to do and be ready. 

     I want to thank Betty Eber for her great presentation last month on Orchids of Cuba. Since we have so many members 

with a Cuban Heritage, it is great to see what orchids are native to the island. Thank you, Betty!  And thank you, also to all 

the members who came in costume! It makes for a really fun night, and for us older members, who donõt often get to òdress 

upó anymore! I think we are the only society around that does this, which is why we are such a unique and great society! 

     There are a few volunteer opportunities coming up. First, the Ramble here at the Fairchild is on Nov. 12 -14. Ruben in 

Orchids is the vendor for our Society this year, and we need volunteers to be at his booth in the Plant area and do some PR, 

rah-rah, for our society. No pressure to sign up members (unless they want to!, of course) but we do want to invite them as 

guests and talk about the society. Itõs very fun to meet new people, and you do get into the Fairchild free if you are working. 

Jill Sidran will talk about it at the meeting and be taking names. Or you can call her at 305- 238-8762 if youõd like to volunteer. 

     Next, we are forming committees for display building at the Tamiami and the Fairchild Orchid Shows. Norbert Fernandez 

and Jean Wilson will be heading the Tamiami Committee and I will be leading the Fairchild Committee. We will also be speak-

ing about the volunteer opportunities involved with the displays, and if you are interested, get in touch with any of us. 

     Lastly, our Holiday Party is coming up! I am chairing the Party Committee again this year and can use some help. Also, 

there will be sign up sheets for food and party help at the November meeting. Please sign up and let us know if you are com-

ing, if you are bringing guests, what food you will be bringing, and if you can help before, during, or after the party. 

     We have one of, if not, the best society Holiday Parties, and this yearõs will be no exception! A reminder that the party is 

no charge to any member or guest who brings a food dish. If you do not bring a food dish, there is a $10 charge for dinner.   

     Additionally, this is our òThanksgiving Dinneró meeting!  And the last meeting for those persons 

who may not have attended this year or brought food this year to do so in order to get your Holiday 

Plant at the Holiday Party! For everyone, please send me an email with what you will be bringing to 

the Thanksgiving meal. And if you donõt know what to bring, let me know and Iõll tell you what we are 

missing!  

     This meeting is special - this meeting we reflect on our wonderful orchid friends in this society - 

our Orchid Family. We count our blessings for a great meal, a good speaker, and a superb society! It 

will be a wonderful meeting you donõt want to miss!     

      See you all tomorrow night,   Melana Davison 
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November/December Checklist  

from the American Orchid Society  
...by Ned Nash and James Rose  

Cattleya  
     Growers of just about every level of expertise will have begun to notice autumn conditions by now. 

Days are becoming shorter, hence cooler; the sunlight has less intensity as a result of the sun's lowering 

angle, nights are longer and generally cooler. Plants are responding by slowing and ripening their growth 

in preparation for winter. 

     The first cultural change noticed should be a reduced frequency of watering, as the plants dry out more 

slowly. This is a function of both the reduced day length and lower temperatures, as well as the plants' 

slowing growth rate. Reduced water needs signal a reduced need for fertilization. Note that the key word 

is reduced, not eliminated. Feed less frequently and at lower dosage, but feed. Growths, made during 

summer's heat, and relatively soft and green, will be ripening -- hardening -- in preparation for a brief pe-

riod of rest (in many cases). 

     Many of these ripening growths will have a sheath, presaging the coming winter or spring flowering 

season. In some cases, these sheaths will have been evident since as early as July. (Early sheath devel-

opment does not mean early flowering on plants with winter-spring seasons.) You may notice that some of 

these sheaths are showing signs of yellowing. This is not abnormal. Autumn's more pronounced tempera-

ture fluctuation can lead to water condensation inside the sheath, hastening the normal process of senes-

cence, so yellowing sheaths can be left on the plant only so long before they must be carefully removed to 

preserve the bud primordia within. Water condensation left unchecked can rot the bud primordia. The 

sheaths can be safely removed by slitting open and peeling down toward the pseudobulb. 

 

Oncidium crispum Complex  

     This is the season for plants in Oncidium section crispum from Brazil to shine. Extremely vigorous hy-

brids come in wide varieties of markings dominated with chestnut and brown and butter yellow. Give 

plants high light to produce strong upright inflorescences. The pseudobulbs should be plump, so do not let 

the plants dry out while they are in bloom. Later, plants will enter a dormant period. 

 

 Paphiopedilum  

     The flowering season for the "toads" or "bulldog" paphs is just getting underway. These cannot be 

grown everywhere, but where cooler summer nights allow their growth, there is no longer-lasting or more 

exotic display than these. Paphiopedilums are, in general, not heavy feeders, and it is especially important 

with this type to reduce nitrogen levels now for best flowering and spike length. Be watchful for water ac-

cumulating in the growth around the sheath, or for the late-season warm spell, either of which can lead to 

the sheath's rotting. As the spikes emerge, do not change the orientation of the plant toward the light, as 

this can lead to a crooked or twisted spike. 

     While paphiopedilums rarely like to dry out entirely, water needs are significantly reduced beginning 

now. Overwatering at this time of year can quickly lead to root rot or erwinia problems. Now is the time to 

practice good sanitary practices in your greenhouse or growing areas, as pest and disease problems have 

a way of multiplying rapidly in the darker and more crowded conditions that generally mark the winter 

growing area. With paphiopedilums, especially, "cleanliness is next to godliness" and if the growing area 

is littered with old foliage, weeds and dying flowers, keeping the plants alive and flowering will be next to 

impossible. 



 

Phalaenopsis  

     Shortening days and cooler nights are the signals for inflorescence initiation in phalaenopsis. In more north-

ern climates, or on the west coast, growers have already begun to see the early inflorescences that may be 

ready for Christmas. In the eastern areas, nights in the greenhouse will now be in the low to mid 60s, depending 

on the thermostat setting, so the first of our phalaenopsis will not begin to bloom until Valentine's Day at the ear-

liest.  

     A reduction in nitrogen levels will go a long way to giving the best possible spiking, as will a boost in potas-

sium and phosphorus. In other words, a "bloom booster"-type fertilizer is definitely indicated in the next few 

months. Disease and pest problems are best dealt with now, especially as mealy bugs hide in the bracts and 

flower buds. Once they have established themselves, they are difficult to eradicate, and flower damage or crip-

pling results. Potential disease problems can be dealt with by the application of a copper-based compound to 

control/alleviate rot problems before they start. There is nothing more frustrating than to have shepherded your 

plants through a growing season, only to have them decline before your eyes. 

   

Vandaceous Genera  

     Whereas the general decline in temperatures is beneficial to cool-growing orchids, it is not for vandaceous 

plants. The only cold-hardy member is Neofinetia falcata. Orient your plants in such a way as to take advantage 

of as much light as possible. This can be a problem in northern latitudes. Reduce watering and feeding sched-

ules. 
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Photos from our Halloween Costume Contest!  

Our Costume Winners: 

1st Place - Laura Reiss, the Harem Girl, 

2nd Place - Laura Woodside , the Mardi Gras Queen 

And 

3rd Place, , Cathy Tiertant, the Very, Very Good Witch. 

They are all holding their orchid prizes! 
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Show and Tell Photos from the October Meeting    
             Photos by Jean Wilson 

 

Ctsm. fimbriatum x Ctsm. spitzii cross brought in 

by Betty Eber 

B. Jimminy Cricket owned  

by David Foster 

Aer. lawrenceae shown by Jean Wilson 

Ascda. Ken Kone 

ôCrownfox Spotsõ 

AM/AOS owned by 

Adrienne Hochman 

Pot. Susan Fender ôCinnamon Stickõ AM/AOS brought 

in by Javier Morejon. 

C. Dinard ôBlue Heavenõ shown by Pat Chen Yin 

Javier Morejonõs  

Lycaste macrophylla 

Betty Eberõs  

Rlc. Donna Kimura  

ôParadise Tamiõ AM/AOS 

Ascda. Fuchs 

Sunglow 

ôStarrlynõ 

AM/AOS owned 

by David Foster 
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Den. Genting Fragrance owned by Jean Wilson 
We had a bounty of Silent Auction plants at the October 

meeting. Some people got great deals on orchids! 

Paph. Bo-Ying Chow  

(Paph Pinocchio x Paph. bellatu-
Bulbopyllum annandalei 

Stanhopea annulatum  

     These 3 orchid 

photos were sent in 

by Anita Hoffman. 

These are some of 

whatôs blooming today 

in her orchid house. 

Thanks, Anita, for 

sending in your       

photos!  

   Of course, this month is our  

Thanksgiving Dinner!  
 

     The society will be providing the turkey and stuffing - you 

need to bring the sides - mashed potatoes, sweet potatoes,       

green beans, corn, salads, etc, etc,, whatever you would like for Thanksgiving!      

And we wonôt forget dessert - pumpkin pies, apple pies, cr¯me pies, cookies, cakes, 

fruit, also, whatever you would like to bring.  
 

     If you can send me an email (orcidiva@att.net) and let me know what you are  

bringing, I can make sure we donôt have 27 sweet potatoes and 45 pumpkin pies! 
 

     While we count our blessings, letôs give thanks to those who brought food last month: 
 

Gloria Quero     Soda, cups, & Sandwiches    Lynda LaRocca   Chips & Spinach Dip  

Marie Brown     Ice      Carol Dieringer   Prociutto & Melon  

Joanne Forbes     Cake, fruite, & Nestea     Linda Matanis                 Halloween Cookies  

Anita Hoffman     Cookies      Alan Barron      Brownies  

Norma Craig     Dip       Bill Capps      Hummus & Chips  

Haylinne Mojica      Arroz con Pollo     Laura Woodside   Avocado Cake  

Sharon Pross     Cheesecake      Ron Rosenthal   Blueberry Pie   

Maria Delgado     Soda & cookies     Javier Morejon   Graveyard Cake  

Linda Bell     Mango Salad      Rosa Cuadrado   Drinks  

Nicolas Sousa     Cookies   Ann & Janice Goodman        Avocado Salad  

Danny Sousa     Crackers/Dip   Susan Lopez -De-Queralta   Sodas  

Antolina Torres     Dip & Chips      Rebecca Rodriguez   Cupcakes  

Evelyn Rosada     Halloween Cookies     Angela Hollmann          Cheese and Bread  

Diana Gonzalez      Meat Pastries      Isa Diaz-Lappin   Coconut Macaroons  

Roselis Dubose      Crackers             Pierre DuBose      Salmon Dip  

Adacilis Sardi                Chocolate Cake             Dominic Vallejo              Sodas & Chips     

Melana Davison             Chilling Chili & Bat Wings                 Suzanne Williamson & David Lopez         Spinach Salad  

Hospitality Corner 


