
October 2011 

O r c h i d  S o c i e t y  
  o f  C o r a l  G a b l e s   

Tuesday,  October 4, 2011  Meeting  

7:30 pm: General Meeting  

Alex Maximiano, OrchidWiz  

ñHow Do We Get Yellow Catts? - 

The Breeding of Yellow Cattleyasò 

     A good number of us are familiar with a very popular 

orchid database known as OrchidWiz. But did you know 

that the originator of that program is himself a very 

knowledgeable orchid hobbyist and grower? This month 

Alex Maxiamiano, founder of OrchidWiz, will be teaching 

us about the breeding of Yellow Cattleyas.  

     The varieties of natural Cattleya species is pink, pur-

ple, and violet are many. But there are not very many 

true yellow catts. So, how have we managed to make the 

various yellow hybrids available now? Alex will help us 

understand what different species were involved in mak-

ing the yellows and yellow splash petal flowers we all 

love.  

     Alex Maxiamiano was born in Mozambique, finished 

high school in Portugal, and moved to the United States 

in 1983. He holds a BS in Management Information Sys-

tems from the University of Colorado and an MBA from 

the Thunderbird Graduate School of International Man-

agement in Arizona.  

     He started his 

technology career as 

a developer at Dell 

(unfortunately he did-

nôt participate in the 

employee stock pur-

chase plan back 

then), worked at In-

formix and finally in 

international sales 

and as the head of a New Technology Center for 

Oracle in Atlanta.  

     In 2002, Alex fell for orchids. Alex became en-

gaged in the orchid community to learn more about 

hybridizing. (There have been times when the din-

ing room 

had over 200 flasks lining the wall!) So, in 2005 he 

merged his two passions, technology and  

orchids into a career; developing technology that 

makes orchids easier to study, grow and enjoy. 

     To date, Alex has sold copies to orchid aficiona-

dos in every US state and over 45 countries world-

wide. 

     Besides conceiving and producing the Orchid-

Wiz program, Alex is also became an  AOS Proba-

tionary Judge with the West Palm Beach Judging 

Center. He and his wife Marianna have two sons 

and live in Miami Shores, Florida. 

One of the most famous yellow Catts,  

Blc. Goldenzelle 

A very famous 

yellow Cattleya 

we all know,  

Blc. Toshie Aoki. 
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Other Meetings:  

South Dade Society:    

 Fri, Oct. 7 

AOS Judging at 

Fairchild:   Saturday, 

Oct.. 15 

COS Meeting:   Mon, Oct. 17 

Pan AM Orchid Society:   Tues, Oct. 18 

SFOS Meeting:   Wed, Oct. 19 

East Everglades Meeting:   Tues, Oct. 25 
 

   Upcoming Events: 

Oct 8-9 - Ft. Pierce Orchid Society Show,  

   Ft. Pierce 

Oct. 21-23 - Orchtoberfest,  EFG Orchids, 

   Deland, FL 

Oct. 28-30 - Delray Beach Orchid Society Show, 

   Delray Beach 
 

Dec. 6 - OSCG Holiday Party 
 

Jan. 7-8 -  Sarasota Orchid Society Show and Sale 

   Sarasota 

Jan. 20-22 - Ft. Lauderdale Orchid Society Show 

   Ft. Lauderdale 

Jan. 27-29 - Tamiami International Orchid Show 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
President            Jim Davison 
1st Vice Pres.    Melana Davison 
2nd Vice Pres.     Jill Sidran 
Treasurer            JoAnn Forbes 
Secretary            Jill Koerber 

  
Directors 
      Pat Chen Yin ó12 
      Georgia Bohn ó12 
     Ann Goodman ó13 
 Suzanne Williamson ó12 
        Javier Morejon ó12 
 Linda Matanis ó12 
 Jean Wilson ó12 
 Karina Schmid-Lucioni ó12   
  
 Newsletter Editor - Melana Davison 
          Librarians - Elizabeth Pettit and 
  Eleanor Sanfilippo 
         Photography/Website - Jean Wilson 
 Membership - Pat Chen Yin and  
  Jill Koerber 
 
¶ Orchid related articles and notices for our newsletter are 
welcome. (Deadline  third Monday of the month). The views 
and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
editors and writers and do not reflect OSCG policy or 
endorsement. 
  

 

     The Orchid Society of 

Coral Gables meets the first 

Tuesday of each month in 

the Garden Room of the 

beautiful Fairchild Tropical 

Botanic Garden.  

     Beginnerõs Culture Class starts at 6:45 pm 

and the General Meeting begin at 7:30 pm 

and include excellent speakers, superb silent 

auctions, exciting raffles, sumptuous refresh-

ments, and great camaraderie!  

     Sounds good? Then come and join us for 

an evening of education and fun! Call any of 

the board members listed for more infor-

mation. Weõd love for you to join us and 

learn about the orchids we are all love! 

     Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden is locat-

ed at 10901 Old Cutler Road, Coral  

Gables. See www.fairchildgarden.org for map 

and directions.  

Board of Directors 



A Message from the President  

 

 

Hello fellow OSCG  members, 
 

     Autumn is here. Finally!  And we all can look for-

ward to cooler days and nights.  I have grown to really 

enjoy this time of the year in South Florida.  Although 

the days are getting shorter minute by minute, the 

cooler weather lets me enjoy more time with the or-

chids.  

     And there is so much to do in October. The show 

season began with the 2011 South Florida Orchid So-

ciety Orchid Show. OSCG entered an exhibit with Kari-

na Schmid as the lead. I want to thank everyone who 

shared their plants and helped with the exhibit, espe-

cially to Karina and Betty Eber, who were there all day 

working and having a great time. Also, a big congratu-

lations to Linda Curle who was awarded an AM by the 

AOS for a Cycnodes she had in our exhibit!   

     For our general meeting on Tuesday, we are 

pleased to have Alex Maximiamo as our guest speak-

er.  Alex is well known as a probationary judge with the 

AOS at the West Palm Beach center, but is best 

known as the creator/developer of 

the OrchidWiz software program.  I 

love that software!  I donôt know 

how Melana and I could complete 

our own judging lessons were it not 

for OrchidWiz.  Alex is a gifted soft-

ware developer, but he is equally 

accomplished with his presenta-

tions.  I know you all will enjoy his talk for this month, 

Breeding Yellow Cattleyas.   

     And remember, this month is our annual Halloween 

Orchid Fright Night.  As always, we will have treats for 

everyone. And the highlight of the evening? The Hal-

loween costume contest, of course!  Participants will 

be eligible for a special prize.  Each year gets bigger 

and better.  Itôs great fun and we expect a big turnout, 

so please help feed the zombies lest they get unruly 

and eat your brains.  We would love for you to share a 

ghoulish gourmet treat or creepy confection for our 

Halloween feast.   

 See you at the meeting 

   Jim Davison 
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 Beginnerõs Culture Class, 6:45 pm  
Murder on the Orchid Express - 10 Ways to Kill Your Orchids! 
     In keeping with the Halloween spirit, Jim has decided to let you in on his murderous secrets! The ten best 

ways to kill your orchidsé.a class not for the faint of hearté..Come if you dareé...  

 The Beginnerôs Culture Class begins  at 6:45 pm. In the back corner of the room.  And as usual, for those not 

in the class, please remember to keep the noise at a minimum until the class is over. Thank you. 

http://www.costumeshop.us.com/bloody_knife_958_prd1.htm
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Tasks for October 

 By Dr. Martin Motes of 

   Motes Orchids 
1. Space plants to permit more air circulation. 

2. Water as early as possible in the day. 

3. Move Himalayan Dendrobiums, catasetums, 

calanthes and other seasonally dormant plants 

to dry bright locations. 

4. Reduce general fertilizer. 

5. Apply extra magnesium and potassium. 

Free Orchid Class 
     Dr. Motes will be having  his free series of orchid 

classes on the following dates: 

 

Sunday Oct. 9th: Disease and Pest Control 

Sunday Oct. 16th: Cattleya Growing in S. Florida 

 

All classes begin at 11:00 am and last about one hour. 

Motes Orchids is located at 25000 SW 162 Ave, 
that's just south of Coconut Palm Drive (248 St) 
and SW 162 Ave. Motes Orchids is 2 1/2 miles 
due east of the Redland Fruit and Spice Park in 
the heart of the Redland tropical agricultural dis-

trict Φ 

Donôt Forget! We will once again have our  

annual Halloween Costume Contest this month! 

Everyone who comes in costume will receive an 

orchid, and there will be special orchids for 1st, 

2nd, and 3rd place! 

Each year this gets better! 

Have fun! Itôs all in good Spirit! 

 

Costume Contest!  

Orchids for Sale: 
     As you may know, Jean Wilson, hobby grower       

extraordinaire, is getting ready to move to North Carolina 

come next Summer. Her tropical orchids will not be able 

to withstand the NC winters. Consequently, she is put-

ting her prized orchids up for sale and would like to find 

good homes for them. 

     Jean has made a website where she will be posting, 

periodically, pictures of the plants she will be selling and 

information about them. Some she will be selling the 

whole plant and others she will be dividing. As the plants 

are sold, she will remove them from the website.  

Check them out on: www.jeansorchids.weebly.com 
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Thank you to all our food bringers from last month. We had a frightfully good table! 

Jim Wheeler  Cheese Ball & Crackers 

Jennifer Munnings Apple Pie 

Michelle Briois  Cappiccino Chosolate 

   Chip Cake 

Norma Wong  Choc. Chip Cookies 

Fran Greenwald Hummus & Celery 

Polly Carico  Salad 

Suzanne Roberts Mango Bread 

Linda Matanis  Apple Pie 

JoAnn Forbes  Pork & Sauerkraut 

Melana Davison German Sausages 

Darlene Munell Apple Pies 

Olga Pages  Chicken  

Ivette Vallejo  Chicken 

Brenda Martinez Butterscotch Brownies 

Rosario Valdes Potato Chips 

Elizabeth Pettit Cuke Salad 

Anita Hoffman  Crackers 

Howard Hochman Hummus & Cupcakes 

Adrienne Hochman Salad 

 

Bill Capps    Cake 

Tomy Edwards   Salad 

Susan Lopez de Queralta  Cookies 

Cesar & Ileana Sotoconto  Doritos 

Karen Steenberg Lewis  Hummus & Carrots 

Ann & Janice Goodman  Dinner Rolls 

Ruth Yates-Schroeder  Lemon Cr¯me Cake 

Ofelia Sorzano   Vegetables 

Olga Cabo    Apple Pie 

Ron Rosenthal   Apple Pie 

Robert & Kathy Baril   Bread & Eclairs 

Vicki Phillips    Apple Pie 

Vonna Levine    Cookies 

Fidel Leyro    Chocolate Cake 

Isa Diaz-Lappin   Coconut Macaroons 

Jose Gancedo   German Chocolate Cake 

Ada Gonzalez   German Chocolate Cake 

Hospital ity Corner 

     Yeah! Itôs Halloween! Time to eat, drink & be scary! We will be serving our tradi-

tional Chillinô Chili and Bat Wings! Get into the spirit and bring something ghoulishly 

delicious! As usual, the society will provide drinks and Spider Cider. 

     In addition, we will be having a Halloween Food Contest! The person who 

brings in the spookiest, scariest, most Halloween themed food, of any type, will win a 

beautiful, blooming orchid! So donôt miss this opportunity to be creep-ative! Pull your 

brains out of the jar and think of something dreadfully delicious to bring! 
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Mtssa. Dark Star óDarth Vaderô 

AM/AOS brought in by Yonna Levine 

This is Tomy Edwardôs first time bloom of V. Banjong 

Odoardo (V. Silvia Palmieri x V. Jimmy Miller.)  

This wonderful small plant owned by 

Anita Hoffman is Bulb. catenulatum.  

Her awarded Aerides 

lawrenciae óElizabetô 

AM/AOS brought in by 

Jean Wilson. 

One of Jim & 

Melanaõs Cattleyas, 

Blc. Arom Gold. 

Betty Eber brought in her 

awarded Pyp Kalihi ôBettyõs 

Butterflyõ CCM/AOS 
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Norbert shared with us this gorgeous Ascda. Copper Pure. 

Adrienne and Howard Hochman shared with us their Ascda 

cross, Jiraprapa x Praherm Pul x Tubtim Velvet.  

David Foster purchased thie on the òCOS Bus Trip to 

Hell!.ó (His words, not mine.) 

Dave Fosterõs Cirr. lepidum 

Javier Morejon always bring in the 

unusual. This is Aerangis Mire. 

Betty Eberõs Vandaõs are the best! 

This is one she one at one of our 

OSCG Raffle Tables! V. Kasemõs 

Delight x V. Chindavat. 



Upcoming Events 
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