Orchid Society of
Ri%  Coral Gable:

Tuesday, September 7,2010 Meeting
7:30 pm: General Meeting

Jim Watts, AOS Judge
ATol umni as o

This month our speaker is an AOS Judge who is some leafless species of va- < |
familiar to most of us. Jim Watts has spoken to us nilla including two leafless Flor- s "
before on the topic of leafless orchids. But this ida natives. He now has 12
month he will be talking on his main love, species of vanilla, including 5
Tolumnias. leafless types.

W Jim has been In his spare time from or-
growing orchids for chid growing, Jim is a tax ac-
18 years and is a countant and continues his
fully Accredited studying with the
Judge for the AOS. judging program. He
His small collection also makes presen-
of 400 orchids is tation to societies
mostly species. around the nation
One of his first or- and has contributed
chids was an equi- articles to Orchids
Tolumnia Jol | ytargggcédluo Q%V\é) i 0 Magazine and is
(Photo by Mike BlietlnOWN as Tolum- well known around
. .nia' He Sti” has a the COUI’]tI’y. TOlumn(ighliltfci)nb)?I{/laacrgi Brannan)
large coIIectlop of them despite the best (worst) Many of the
efforts of Hurricane Wilma. members of our society have a Tolumnia or two

Hurricane Wilma was less gentle with the and have brought them in for our show and tell. And
leafless orchids, and he was reduced from 17 for those who do not have one in your collection,

species to 6. Currently you are missing out on a fascinating species.

he is rebuilding his col-
lection, but it is difficult
to find many of the
leafless species.

Donét miss this interest
ing subject. In addition, we
will have some Tolumnias
on our raffle table, along

One of his new in- with other gorgeous plants
terests is vanilla, espe- this month, so bring your
cially since he found money and take a chance!

Tolumnia Kitty Crocker
6Rose Giantéd
(Photo by Dr. Tom Ott)

Tolumnia triquetra
(Photo by Jaime Combadéo)
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# Carib
Plants, Inc.

GROWERS OF FINE PHALAENOPSIS
AND OTHER GENERA
Robert & Diana Randall
Phone: (305) 245-5565
Fax: (305) 245-5113
E-Mail: caribplants@worldnet.att.net
26505 SW. 203 AVE. * HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA 33031-2109

O F E International

orchid supplies
Mailing: Shipping:
P.O. Box 161081 12160 S:W. 129th Court
Miami, FL 33116 Miami, FL 33186

Ph: 305.253.7080
Fx: 305.251.8245

Web: www.ofe-intl.com
£-mail: sales@ofe-intl.com

Other Meetings:

South Dade Society:
Friday, Sept 3
SFOS Meeting: Wed, Sept 15
AOS Judging at Fairchild: Saturday, Sept 18
COS Meeting: Mon, Sept 20
Pan AM Orchid Society: Tues, Sept 21
East Everglades Meeting: Tues, Sept 28

eptembier,

N\ \ .Ii

Orchid Society of Coral Gables
Board Members

9 President Melana Davison

9 1st Vice Pres. Jim Davison

9 2nd Vice Pres. Jill Sidran

9 Treasurer JoAnn Forbes

1 Secretary Jill Koerber

9 Directors
Pat Chen Yin 610
Georgia Bohn 0610
Ann Goodman 0611
Ji || Koerber 0612
Suzanne Williamson|[61l2
Javier Morejon 010
Linda Matanis 612
Jean Wi lson 610

Newsletter Editor - Melana Davison

Librarians - Elizabeth Pettit and
Eleanor Sanfilippo

Photography - Jean Wilson

Membership - Pat Chen Yin and
Jill Koerber

Orchid related articles and notices for our newsletter are
welcome. (Deadline third Monday of the month). The views and
opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the editors
and writers and do not reflect OSCG policy or endorsement.

Upcoming Events:
Florida West Coast Orchid Society, Largo - Oct 1-3
South Florida SusSaker ds
East Everglades Orchid Society Show - Oct 15-17
Orchtoberfest, EFG Orchids, Deland, FL - Oct 22-24
Tampa Orchid Club Show, Tampa - Oct 22-24
Delray Beach Orchid Society Show - Oct 29-31
Mayaguez Orchid Society Show, Puerto Rico -
Sept 30-Oct 3
Gold Coast Orchid Society Judging Symposium,
Miami Beach - Nov 6
AOS Show, Headquarters, Delray Beach
Sarasota Orchid Show - Jan 8-9
Ft. Lauderdale Orchid Society Show - Jan 14-16
2011 Tamiami International Orchid Festival - Jan 29-30
Venice Area Orchid Show, Sarasota - Feb 5-6
Boca Raton Orchid Society Show - Feb 12-13
Tampa Bay Orchid Show - March 4-6
Miami International Orchid Show - March 4 -6
OSCG Show/Fairchild Orchid Festival - March 11-13

Day

- Nov 19-21

The Orchid Society of
Coral Gables meets the first
Tuesday of each month in
the Garden Room of the
beautiful Fairchild Tropical
Botanic Garden.

Cul

ture
and the General Meeting begin at 7:30 pm
and include excellent speakers, superb silent
auctions, exciting raffles, sumptuous refresh-
ments, and great camaraderie!

Beginner 6s

Sounds good? Then come and join us for
an evening of education and fun! Call any of
the board members listed for more informa-
tion. Wed6d | ove for
about the orchids we are all love!

yyou

Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden is lo-
cated at 10901 Old Cutler Road, Coral
Gables. See www.fairchildgarden.org for map
and directions.
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o A Message from the President

Hello, Dear Members!

Jim and | had the opportunity to get away for this Labor Day Weekend, something we
dondt get to do very often. | thought | wo
" nation, but as so often happens, my plans did not work. So, | am sending you this newsletter,
late as it may be, now that we are back home. My apologies.

| certainly hope that everyone has had a relaxing Labor Day weekend. | say relaxing, be-
cause we are jumping, head first, into our busiest half of the year. First, we have all the tradi-
tional holidays coming up, and then we dive into the Orchid Show Season! | know that | needec
the break to recharge my batteries before all the fun begins!

The heat is still upon us and | heard that this has been the hottest summer on record for Miami. | believe it! And as
Dr. Motes says, September is a dismal month in South Florida. Lots of drizzles and fewer time for our plants to dry out
means this is the month when fungal and bacterial diseases are at their peak. Make sure you are careful with watering
and use fungicides for protection.

We are also seeing an increase in snail activity. We have had some trouble for the f
time this year with snails and have been a little more assertive in my use of snail baits.
were in for a surprise last week though, when | came across, for the very fist time, a ver
large native Florida snail. Of course, at first we thought it may be one of the Giant Africa
Snails which are not good. But after further research, we found out it was a Florida tree
possible a Banded or Lined snail. Anyway, it was way bigger than anything we had ever
before! We left it alone, on the palm tree where we found it as someone said it was end¢
gered. As | understand, they will not harm the orchids. Please, if | am under the wrong 5§
sumption here, let me know! That thing looks like it could eat my entire collection in an eve-
ning!

Reminder: We are still taking entries for The American Heart Association 2010 Miaiché Start! Heart Walk on
Saturday, October 30. Several of the local Orchid Societies have gone together to form a team called Blooming Hearts
lead by Javier Morejon. This is a pledge walk, but you do not have to get pledges to walk with the group. The walk be-
gins at 9 am, rain or shine, at Florida International University. If you are interested, see me or Javier at the meeting. W
will have information and sigup sheets for you.

Dondt miss t he -JneWwdttsiagreat speakier andwe all love those little Tolumnias. But they do
need a little extra knowledge is taking care of them, and Jim is the person who knows!

See you all tomorrow night,
Melana Davison

Begi nnerds Culture CIl ass
Dendrobiums, Part 2: Phalaenopsis Type

Part 2 of the Dendrobium culture will focus on the wamgnowing dendrobiums, many of
which are blooming now. Phalaenopsis type are evergreen, while other varieties of Dendrobi-
i “f& ums shed their leaves in the fall and winter. They are also commonly used as cut flowers be-
- % cause of their sturdy, lonpsting stems and distinctive coloring. These make up an important
part of the potplant industry, and most of us have at least one in our collection from Home

Depot, etc., or have received one as a gift! Jim Davison will teach you how to care for agg
the most blooms from these Dens.

The Beginneroés Culture Class begins
out well for the beginner class, so grab a chair and join us. And as usual, for those not i
class, please remember to keep your voices soft minimize distractions until the class is
Thank you.



PAGE 4 ORCHID SOCIETY OF CORAL GABLES

September/October Checklist

from the American Orchid Society

...by Ned Nash and James Rose
American Orchid Society

Cattleya

Despite the shortening days and lowering angle of the sun, September can still be one of the hottest
months. Water and fertilizer need to be in balance with heat and light. The alert grower will notice, how-
ever, that his or her plants are beginning to slow down a bit. Growths are maturing, and the sheaths are
giving the promise of the next six-months' bloom.

Check plants for potting needs for the last time this season. Any in dire need should be potted, even
some that may be on the cusp, as there is just enough of the growing season left to allow the plants to
establish before the days start to get really short and cold.

This is the month for purples derived from Cattleya labiata breeding to flower. If you are short on flow-
ers, look into this group. There is nothing that can quite match this type for beauty and fragrance. They
are easy to grow, too.

Plants summered outdoors should begin to be prepared to be brought back into the winter growing
area. Clean the plants up and be on the lookout for any pests they may have picked up during the sum-
mer. Treat as necessary.

Cycnoches

This little-known and under-appreciated genus, which can have male or female flowers, is at its best in
the autumn. Two of the spectacular varieties are Cycnoches loddigesii, with its large brown flowers re-
sembling a prehistoric bird, and Cycnoches ventricosum, the swan orchid. This last one has large, fra-
grant green flowers. The biggest problem, culturally, will be red spider mite infestations that require imme-
diate attention. Plants are quite seasonal, requiring heavy watering in the growing season and then a drier
dormant winter season.

Dendrobium

This is a good season for hybrids of the Dendrobium phalaenopsis and Dendrobium canaliculatum
types. Both are capable of putting on tremendous shows of long-lasting flowers. Fertilize with a low-
nitrogen formula to promote the best flowers. Dendrobium phalaenopsis can get tall and top heavy, sug-
gesting an attractive and heavy container would be appropriate for this type.

Lemboglossum bictoniense

Both Lemboglossum (syn. Odontoglossum) bictoniense and its hybrids bloom in this season. Lem-
boglossum bictoniense is a showy species from Mexico that has three different color forms: sulphureum
(green with white lip), album (brown with white lip) and roseum (brown with a pink lip). It is a vigorous
grower with tall inflorescences of many flowers, and imparts to its progeny (as seen in Odcdm. Bittersweet
and Odm. bicross) ease of culture, warmth tolerance and eye-catching patterns. They make a prime can-
didate for odontoglossum beginners and advanced alike.

Paphiopedilum

Standard, green-leaved paphiopedilums begin to show their bloom sheaths this month. Late-season
heat waves can blast these early sheaths, so be observant about proper cooling and air circulation. As
with the rest of your plants that may have been summered outdoors, it is time to prepare for their move
inside. Clean each plant and implement pest-control practices. Repotting, if necessary, is appropriate.
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Phalaenopsis

The bulk of this season's growth is being ripened this month, with growers in cooler climates seeing the first
emerging inflorescences. Some night heating may be necessary in the cooler areas. Begin to watch watering
more carefully, and reduce feeding proportionately with reduced watering needs. An extra dose of phosphorus
and potassium, such as a bloom-booster or high-acid-type fertilizer, is beneficial.

Rossioglossum grande

Once known as Odontoglossum grande, this is a spectacular orchid with six to eight flowers up to 8 inches
across. Often known as the tiger orchid, it has bright golden yellow flowers heavily marked with chestnut brown
barring. The plants are beautiful with a grey-green cast to the foliage, which is borne on succulent pseudobulbs.
It prefers hot and wet summers with cooler, even down to 40 F, dry winters. Grow under filtered light. Watch for
shails and slugs that eat the flowers, pseudobulbs and leaves.

P
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Hospitality Corn
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Our theme this month idtaliald The society will be providing

come-but i f you want to follow the theme, green sal
to bring in at least one dish during the year to receive a holiday plant.

No one stepped forward to lead the Hospitality Committee

==
L= although we did have people who said they would help at times
in the kitchen. There is no cooking involved, just setting up the P 22
tables, and setting out the food. And once again, the more peo- V7
ple we have to help, the less we all need to do. Optimally, if we ((7: ====
o ===
can get enough people to volunteer, we can make teams with

each team only helping a few months a year. Please see Melana
or Marie Brown is you can give us a hand!

Thanks in advance for stepping forward to help!

Thank you so much to the following members

for bringing food:

Jennifer Munnings  Butter cookies Karen Steinberg-Lewis Corn, Black Bean &
Lissa Boucard Key Lime Pie Edemame Succotash
Laura Reiss Rolls Ann & Janice Goodman Cupcakes & Brownie
Rosa Cuadrado Sodas Melana Davison Hawaiian Meatballs
Pandita Mckellop Drinks and Caribbean Chicken
Haylinne Mojica Rum cake JoAnn Forbes Veggie Tray, Cake,

Bill Capps Green Tea Salsa & Chips

Marie Brown Sodas & Ice Javier Morejon i Black Bean Dip & Pita Chips
Michelle Briois Pineapple Adrienne Hochman i Mango Bread

Melody Trott Cookies Sheila Bishop-O 6 D & Blango Key Lime Pie

Lasagna, maybe Chicken Parmegiana or Spaghetti, and you, the member, can provide all the sides! Any side is wel-

ads
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Show and Tell Photos from the August Meeting

by Jim Davison Photos by Jean Wilson

Rhynchostylis coelestis

Summer is the peak blooming season for Rhy. coelestis. Betty Eber
shared this beautiful southeast Asia native that is noted for its florifer-
ousness and mildly sweet fragrance. The name coelestis refers to the
natural blue or coerulea coloring, but pink and alba forms are also
known. The plant readily produces keikis and can develop into a large
yet compact specimen with 20 or more spikes. Just imagine! It is not
surprising that the species has been used many times in hybridization
programs and has produced many show trophies and AOS awards.

As expected from its tropical origin, this member of the Vanda group
enjoys warm temperatures and ample water. You can grow this spe-
cies in an open basket or on a mount. Our warm climate makes Rhy.
coelestis an ideal candidate for naturalizing in your landscape trees.
Just remember to protect them from the cold winter winds.

dovanda Kinnaree O0Re(q(
' (V. denisoniana x Aer. lawrenciae)

b Linda Bell brought in this lovely
yellow primary Vanda hybrid. To the
left are the parents, the Vanda on the
top and the Aerides below. Can you
see the attributes that are carried to
the Lindads Kinna

Overall form, color, and spike
1 habit is very much dominated by
the denisoniana, but look closely at the lip. It is a combination of
8 both parents. The pink blush on the lip, the upward tilt, and nec-
tar spur are all traits from the lawrenciae.

This plant should be grown in bright indirect light and will do
well in a basket.

Encyclia Orchid Jungle (E. alata x E. phoenicea)

This hybrid was created by Bob Fennell of the former Or-
chid Jungle in Homestead. The namesake orchid attraction
is no longer around, but this beautiful hybrid will continue for
many years to come. It is arguably one of the best orchids to
grow in our region. The combination of the Central American
E. alata with the Caribbean E. phoenicea has resulted in a
hybrid that is fragrant, floriferous, and colorful. The best part,
though, is its vigor and easy care. Everybody should have
one of these in their collection. Thanks to Linda Curle for
bringing this in to share.
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Encyclia phoenicea

This Encyclia species is native to the Cayman Islands
and Cuba. Like most Encyclias it grows very well in south
Florida. It requires regular water during the growing sea-
son and less water in the winter rest period. Remember, it
does not like to stay wet for long so grow it in a basket or
pot with well drained medium or put it on a mount. The
species prefers bright light, but not direct sun. Thanks to
Linda Curle for bringing in this beauty.

Dendroboum (Banana Royale x Anching Lubag)

Linda Curle also brought in this pretty dendrobium. Now is
the time that the warm-growing Dendrobiums are coming into
their own. These plants love daily downpours, bright indirect
light, and good air movement. As you can see, they can pro-
duce multiple sprays of long-lasting flowers. The warm-
growing Dendrobiums need protection from the coldest winter
nights.

Trichocentrum (Oncidium) lanceanum

This is one of the mule-ear Oncidiums that have been moved to the
genus Trichocentrum. Trt. lanceanum, one of the showiest of the
mule-ears, is native to the hot tropical forests in the northern parts of
South America. They get lots of water all year long. Yes. Even the
fidryd season gets five or more i
or mounting is best to ensure the roots get ample water, but are not
allowed to get stale or soggy. Good air movement is a must. Interest-
ingly, the spicy fragrance of this orchid is reported to continue after the
flowers have dried. Jean Wilson brought in this nice species.

Brassavola subulifolia (syn. B. cordata)

Native to Jamaica, this Brassavola species feels right at
home in south Florida. It 6s
cousin, Brassavola nodosa, but produces more flowers per
spike, albeit a bit smaller. Plants can develop into good
sized specimens, as demonstrated by Betty
Eber6s nice plant. _
in baskets with loose, well draining medium
because they prefer to have their roots dry
completely between watering. Well done
Betty.

M

c he
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More Show and Tell Photos from the August Meeting
by Jim Davison Photos by Jean Wil-

Paphiopedilum Gloria Naugle
(Paph. rothschildianum x Paph. micranthum)

Paph. rothschildianum is considered by
some to be the king of orchids so it comes as
no surprise that it has been used to produce
primary hybrids from virtually every known
Paphiopedilum species
Gloria Naugle is a cross of two very dissimilar
appearing Paphs. The roth is a large plant
with tall multifloral stems, whereas the micran-
thum is compact and produces a single flower

Brief Notes Regarding Viruses in Orchids
By John Sherwood, formerly of Sherwood Forest Orchids, now of Henington Farms

Last month, Jean Wilson found out from John Sherwood that he had written regarding viruses in Or-
chids. John is a well-known Florida grower who now works with Karen Henington. Most of us are very
familiar with one of his crosses, Sl c. I ndi a Rolse
edge with us.

~

Based on data, conversations with, publications, and lectures by Gail Wisler, Phd., and Mark Elliot
PhD

First of all, there are roughly 30 different viruses affecting orchids today. Many are just carried by the
plants and exist in a state of dormancy without symptoms. Some however, can cause debilitation, deform-
ity of flowers and ultimately plant death. The most prominent of the viruses are Cymbidium Mosaic, To-
bacco Mosaic, and several forms of Rabdo virus. These viruses very nearly caused the extinction of com-
mercially produced vanilla in the 19806s. This pape
some tips for avoiding them.

1. .There are no known cures for viruses.
2. Viruses are transferred from plant to plant by locusts, cockroaches, and infected tools.
3. RD20 can arrest or slow the development of virus in orchid plants but will not kill it.

4. Tobacco Mosaic virus is spread to orchid plants by direct contact with tobacco or by someone who
has handled tobacco and then handled orchid plants.

5. Viruses can be killed only by temperatures above 243 degrees Fahrenheit and so boiling water will not
affect viruses.

6. Viruses can only be detected by serological testing, but severe symptoms are often seen as plant de-
bilitation, and/or repeated color break in the flowers.

7. Plant viruses thrive most readily on metal surfaces, making the sterilization of metal tools imperative.
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Here is a myth regarding plant viruses:

Met al tool s must be heated 6red hoto to kil
zation tips.

There are several easy to sterilize cutting tools to prevent the spread of plant viruses that are both effective
and economical.

1. Metal or plastic tools soaked in 50% bleach solution for 20+ seconds. Soak each time you cut a different
plant. That is 50% grocery store bleach and 50% water, change the solution weekly and keep it covered when
not in use.

2. Metal or plastic tools soaked in a supersaturated solution of Tri Sodium Phosphate or TSP for 20 minutes
between cutting different plants

3. Metal or plastic tools soaked in 50% solution of RD20/Physan for 20 minutes between cutting of different
plants.

4. Flaming of metal tools with a propane torch. Pass all cutting edges through the blue part of the flame
(1700 degrees F). Two passes should kill any viruses on the surface.

5. Pots, both plastic and clay should be soaked at least 24 hours in a 25% solution of household bleach.

6. Some prefer to sterilize in an oven. This works fine, just remember to keep the temperature above 350 F
for at least one hour.

Auto-claving or Pressure cooking is another option. These methods work by pressurizing at 15 pounds pres-
sure for 15 minutes minimum, thereby increasing the temperature to above 250 degrees F. However this
method is more costly and time consuming.

In conclusion, many orchid collections have been devastated or lost due to virus infestation and so it seem
to me to be well worth the time spent to sterilize tools and pots in an effort to have a healthy collection. | pre-
fer to use inexpensive metal tools and clorox. | soak three tools at a time if | have several plants to divide.
When the tools deteriorate, which usually takes about 6 months, | just replace them (cheaply on ebay). | hope
you find this information helpful in your quest for healthy plants. Thank you and Happy Growing!

Something To Think About from Jean Wilson

| have always been taught that orchids will rot if kept
too wet. Right? Well, this Encyclia tampensis fell off the
bench and a bulb broke off. The bulb had a flower spike
but no roots. My grandaughter insisted on putting it in
water because of the small flower spike.

It was left in water and then forgotten after the flow-
ers fell off. Then my grandaughter came to me and
asked if those were roots growing from it. | thought that
it couldn't be, but it sort of looked like it. So | kept the
bulb in a little bit of water.

It has been about a month now, and this is what |
have. Not only vigorous roots but around in back a new
eye has popped and is growing. I'm going to try potting
it up and see if it lives. | think it will. Perhaps we need to
challenge some of our old assumptions. Perhaps we
shouldn't keep plants dry after repotting.

pl ar
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Upcoming Events  &eree'°

Orchids

You are invited to our

ANNUAL FALL OPEN
HOUSE & SALE

)(1'(5-6 )/25%
VENICE ORCHIDS

October 1 & 2, 2010
(Fri. & Sat.)
9a.m.?23 p.m.

Potted orchids, Specials & close-
outs plus hundreds of bareoot
divisions.

Please visit
www.FendersFlora.comand

bring your list!

254 Keystone Rd., Ven-
ice, FL 34292

Bill and Susan Fender, office
0414121355

Mounts Botanical Garden Orchid Sale
Saturday, September 11, 2010 - 10:00am
- Sunday, September 12, 2010- 4:00pm

Mounts Botanical Garden

531 North Military Trail

{ West Palm Beach, FL 33415, Florida 33415
www.mounts.org

More Info: 561-233-1757 561-233-1757

Everything Orchids:
A Shady Affair

The Everything Orchids weekend event will offer a
great opportunity for a select number of top orchid
growers, artists, and craftspeople to share their
knowledge and passion of orchids. Vendors will also
be featuring many varieties of begonias, bromeliads,
orchids, ferns, hoyas and gingers, just to name a
few. More than a dozen vendors will create magnifi-
cent tabletop arrangements that will be auctioned off
in a silent auction to benefit the Garden. Fun and
informative lectures will be offered on topics such as
Introduction to Orchid Care, Mounting Orchids, Ver-
satile Bromeliads, Introduction to Palms, Fragrant
Plants for South Florida and more



